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JAG MANUAL INVESTIGATION PRACTICAL APPLICATION

Purpose.  The purpose of this assignment is to familiarize you with the format and content of a typical JAGMAN command investigation.  While not weighted, this is a graded event that requires a minimum passing score of 70 percent.

Directions.  Attached is an appointing order that names you as the investigating officer for a vehicle accident that occurred on 24 September 200X.  In addition, the attached enclosures will include all the information you received as part of your investigation.  Your task is to use the enclosures to complete a command investigation as directed in the appointing order.  The reference describes the purpose and format of each of the types of JAGMAN investigations.  In addition, you will find sample JAGMAN investigations in the appendix of the reference that will help you format your investigation.

You should also include a separate letter, using proper standard naval letter format and addressed to your military law instructor, which states why a line of duty/misconduct determination is required in this investigation.

Only individual effort is permitted.  Students should not discuss any aspect of the assignment, including format, number of entries, or length of your answers.  Turn in your assignments through your company testing officer.  It will be graded and returned to you for you to make corrections and turn them in again.  Students receiving failing grades will be required to do the assignment again.

UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS

THE BASIC SCHOOL

MARINE CORPS COMBAT DEVELOPMENT COMMAND

24164 BELLEAU AVENUE

QUANTICO, VIRGINIA 22134-5019
5800

21 Oct 

From:
Commanding Officer, The Basic School

To:
Second Lieutenant                            , USMC

Subj:
COMMAND INVESTIGATION INTO MOTOR VEHICLE ACCIDENT ON HANGMAN TREE ROAD ON 24 SEPTEMBER 200X 

Ref: 
(a) JAG Manual

1.   This appoints you, per Chapter II of the reference, to inquire into the fact and circumstances surrounding the motor vehicle accident that caused damage to a vehicle, a generator, and a trailer on or about 24 September 200X on Hangman Tree Road, Marine Corps Base, Quantico, Virginia.  

2.  The investigation has been completed and all the available evidence is enclosed in your Military Law Student Handout.  Complete the command investigation, determine any fault, neglect, or responsibility, and recommend appropriate administrative or disciplinary action.  Report your findings of fact, opinions, and recommendations in letter form.  

(signed)

R. R. BYRD

Colonel

Commanding Officer 

The Basic School

WITNESS STATEMENT

I, Lance Corporal Matthew Hancock, have been advised of my rights by Cpl F. McNally of PMO.  I have been advised that I am suspected of violating Article 108 of the UCMJ, destruction of military property.  

I have been advised that:

(1) I have the right to remain and make no statement at all;

(2) Any statement I do make can be used against me in trial by court-martial or other judicial or administrative proceeding;

(3) I have the right to consult with a lawyer prior to any questioning.  This lawyer may be a civilian lawyer retained by me at no cost to the United States, a military lawyer appointed to act as my counsel at no cost to me, or both;

(4) I have the right to have my retained civilian lawyer and /or appointed military lawyer present during the interview; and

(5) I may terminate this interview at any time for any reason.

I understand my rights as related to me and as set forth above.  With that understanding, I have decided that I do not desire to remain silent, consult with a retained or appointed lawyer, or have a lawyer present at this time.  I make this decision freely and voluntarily.  No threats or promises have been made to me.  

(signed)


Matthew Hancock

 On 24 September 200X, I was driving an MRC 115 HMMWV, Registration number 535571, in support of a student company FEX at TBS.  I had been in the field with the company for the last three days.  The first night or two in the field I got at least 8 hours sleep, but the night before the accident the Lieutenants had me running all over the training area.  I was stressed out.  I think I only got about 2 hours sleep that night.  The 24th of September was a sunny day, but it had rained a little the night before and the gravel on the road still looked damp.  I was driving southbound, about 15 mph, on the gravel road named Hangman Tree Road when I tried to slow the vehicle down by applying the brakes.   The vehicle never slowed down, and I lost control of the vehicle and skidded off the road.  When I came to, the vehicle was in a ditch on the side of the road and I was being pulled out vehicle by a Corpsman.

(signed)

Matthew Hancock 

WITNESS STATEMENT

On 24 Sept 0X, I was training with the rest of my company at TBS.  At 1500, I was standing alongside Hangman tree Road when I saw a 5 ton traveling North on Hangman tree Road, skid as it came around a bend.  It skidded for about 30 meters along the road and then finally crashed in a ditch on the side of the road.  I immediately ran over and helped the driver out of the car.  He was unconscious and it appeared his right leg was injured.  A few minutes after I got him out of the truck, a corpsman showed up and took over.  

(signed)

WAYNE ALBRECHT 

Second Lieutenant

The Basic School

Motor Vehicle Accident Report

1.  Driver’s Name:  
2. Driver’s License No./State/Limitations:

3.  Date of Accident:

Hancock, Matthew
563 56 5665/New York/None


24 Sept 0X

4. Department Address:



4b. Work Telephone number:


Motor Transport Section


(703) 784-5117


The Basic School




Quantico, VA. 22134




5.  Tag or ID Number:  535571


6.  Est Repair Cost: unknown


7.  Year of vehicle:  1980


8.  Make:



9.  Model:

10 Seat Belts Used:   Y__     N   X  

HMMWV


MRC115

11. Describe Vehicle Damage:


Vehicle has damage to front bumper and passenger side door.  The front bumper is smashed and the passenger side headlight is broken.  The passenger side door is dented.

Killed or Injured

Name:  Hancock, Matthew


Sex: M

DOB:  10 Oct 198X

Address:  Motor Transport Section


Transported to:  Ray Hall Medical Clinic


  The Basic School


  Quantico, VA


Date of Accident:  24 Sept 200X
Place of Accident:  Hangman Tree Rd, South of LZ Canary


Time of Accident:  1500

Describe what happened: Driver reports moving at a speed of 15 mph, north, around a left bend in Hangman Tree Road.  He said he tried to slow the vehicle by applying the brakes, but the brakes did not work and the next thing he remembers, a Navy Corpsman was helping him out of the vehicle on the side of the road.

The posted speed limit on Hangman Tree Road is 25 mph.  The weather was clear and sunny at the time of the accident  (1500).  The road surface is gravel.  It was still wet from the previous night’s rain, but not enough to be a contributing factor in the accident.  There were skid marks that stretched for about 30 meters.  It appears the vehicles skidded from one side of the road to the other for about 30 meters, before the vehicle finally rested in the ditch.  Based on the length of the skid marks on the gravel, the estimated speed of the vehicle as it entered the turn was about 40 mph.  In addition, the skid marks are also evidence that the brakes were in proper working order.  Driver was cited for violation of MCBO 5560.2A, Failure to maintain proper control of a vehicle, which resulted in an accident.  

TBS/ VEH. # 535 571

ACCIDENT ESTIMATE

1.  Bracket Rear

2590-01-3109/ S9C/ EA/  $279.81

2.  Side Door

1530-06-4356/ S9H/  $366.15

3.  Bumper Rear

2657-01-4438  S9L/  $278.45

4.  Headlight

2378-01-3495  S9K/  $44.50

Total Parts  $968.91
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PATIENT INFORMATION

Patient’s Name:  Hancock, Matthew
Sex:  M

Rank:  Cpl
                       Organization:  Motor Transport, The Basic School

SSN:  063 56 5665              DOB:  10 Oct 198X

HEALTH RECORD





CHRONOLOGICAL RECORD OF MEDICAL CARE





DATE:  24 Sep 200X	NAVAL MEDICAL CLINIC QUANTICO, VA








CHECK ONE:		13 MILMED	13 TBS		13 OCS	13 HMX	   0 BRIG   13 PCC   13 FPC   13 PEDS





DATE:  24 Sept 99		ALLERGIES:  None						MEDICATIONS:





TIME IN:  1630											TETANUS:  Current





TIME OUT:  2000		AGE:  22	PHONE:  (H) (703) 784-2213	(W) (703) 784-5117





					FLIGHT STATUS:  NO





					TOMBACCO:  No





INITIALS:  SMZ		HEALTH RECORD:  AVAILABLE	NOT AVAILABLE





					T:  98	P:  75	R:  17	BP:  120/80   WT:   HT:   HEAD CIRCUMFERENCE:  23





					CHIEF COMPLAINT:  SNM was in an accident when the HMMWV he was driving ran off 





                                           the side of the road and landed in a ditch.  He has a closed fracture in his right leg and





                                          complains of numbness in his extremities.  I believe this is a result of damage to his





                                         vertebrae and may cause some permanent paralysis.  Further test will be required.
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