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Types of Guard.  Depending upon their mission, guard forces are organized into many different forms.  In the Marine Corps, the three main types of guards are

· Exterior guard - established in combat or other hostile zones

· Ship’s detachment - maintained for three primary purposes:

· Guarding nuclear weapons

· Provide security of vessels from internal and external threats

· Ceremonial duties

· Interior guard - a commander details this guard to preserve order, protect property, and enforce regulations within the jurisdiction of his command

Purpose of the Interior Guard.  The establishment of an interior guard is a command decision authorized to the commanding officer of a ship, regiment/group or higher, and separate/detached units.  All other commanders may establish special guards when necessary.  Three primary purposes for an interior guard are to

· Preserve order

· Protect property

· Enforce regulations

Composition, Duties, and Responsibilities of the Interior Guard.

Commanding Officer.   The commanding officer has the authority to establish the guard.  The commanding officer is responsible for everything the guard does or fails to do.  For the execution of the guard, he can delegate his authority to designated representatives, but he can never delegate his command responsibility.  An example of a designated representative would be the unit executive officer or adjutant.  The commanding officer or his direct representative will

· Post and relieve the Officer of the Day

· Issue instructions as is appropriate and necessary

Officer of the Day (OOD).  The OOD is the officer or staff noncommissioned officer directly responsible to the commanding officer who

· Supervises the main guard

· Ensures that all the commanding officer’s orders relating to security of the command are executed

The OOD is

· The commanding officer's direct representative

· Directly responsible to the commanding officer for everything that occurs on the post during the watch

The OOD inspects the

· Armory

· Mess hall

· Bachelor Enlisted Quarters

· Motor Pool

· Sentries

· Classified Material

Commander of the Guard. The commander of the guard is the officer, staff noncommissioned officer, or noncommissioned officer who ensures proper instruction, discipline, and performance of the guard.  The commander of the guard in

· Large guard units is an SNCOIC

· Small guard units, the senior noncommissioned officer will be responsible to this position plus his formal duties

The commander of the guard's responsibilities include

· Ensuring the proper training, discipline, and performance of the guard

· Conducting guard school

· Inspecting all guard personnel while on post and before posting

· Ensuring that guard personnel are properly armed and equipped for their duty

· Keeping the OOD and the sergeant of the guard properly informed

· Detailing Marines for morning and evening colors

Sergeant of the Guard.  The sergeant of the guard is the noncommissioned officer of the guard who assists the commander of the guard in ensuring proper instruction, discipline, and performance of the guard.  The sergeant of the guard's responsibilities include 

· Assisting the commander of the guard.  When no commander of the guard is assigned, the senior sergeant of the guard assumes both duties.

· Ensuring proper accountability of all guard equipment

· Assigning sentries to reliefs and prepares guard rosters

· Reporting all actions his sentries take

· Inspecting sentries at least once a relief

· Maintaining proper police of the guardhouse and posts

Corporal of the Guard.  The corporal of the guard is an enlisted Marine in charge of one relief of the guard.  The corporal of the guard stands the same tour of duty as the relief.  The corporal of the guard's duties include

· Assigning Marines within the relief

· Instructing sentries regarding their orders and duties

· Inspecting the relief prior to posting

· When the relief is off post but still on duty, maintaining them in the designated area in case the reserve is formed

· Reporting up the chain of command all actions the sentries take

Sentry.  The sentry is an enlisted Marine assigned to duty as a member of the guard to keep watch, maintain order, and protect persons or property.  The sentry's duties include

· Standing post

· Memorizing and complying with all general orders

· Understanding and complying with all special orders

Reserve.  The reserve is composed of the two reliefs not on watch.  At a minimum, the reserve is the relief that just got off watch.  In an emergency, the OOD, commander of the guard, or sergeant of the guard may call upon the reserve to form and equip to reinforce a post or respond to the emergency.

Supernumerary.  The supernumerary is an extra member of the relief assigned and available to stand duty in the event of injury or illness to another member.  The supernumerary must be able to stand all posts.

Relief.  The relief consists of those members of the interior guard who, under the supervision of and including a corporal of the guard, have the same watch.  A relief takes place when all the sentries of one relief relieves all sentries of another relief.  The corporal of the guard normally conducts a relief.

Post.  Post is the place

· Or area where a sentry is stationed

· Where a member of the guard, other than a sentry, is required to be when not performing duties elsewhere

A post can be one of two types:

· Stationary post such as a sentry booth

· Patrol post

· A sentry moves along an established path or through a general area

· Normally considered walking posts, but can be vehicular

Watch.  Watch is a period of time during which a member of the guard performs prescribed duties, beginning when posted and terminating when relieved by a proper authority.

General Orders.  Eleven general orders are applicable to all guards.  All members of the interior guard should memorize these eleven orders, so they can understand and comply with them at all times.  The table below lists the eleven general orders.

	Order Number
	General Order

	1
	To take charge of this post and all government property in view.

	2
	To walk my post in a military manner, keeping always on the alert and observing everything that takes place within sight or hearing.

	3
	To report all violations of orders i am instructed to enforce.

	4
	To repeat all calls from posts more distant from the guardhouse than my own.

	5
	To quit my post only when properly relieved.

	6
	To receive, obey, and pass on to the sentry who relieves me all orders from 
the commanding officer, officer of the day, officers, and noncommissioned officers of the guard only.

	7
	To talk to no one except in the line of duty.

	8
	To give the alarm in case of fire or disorder.

	9
	To call the corporal of the guard in any case not covered by instructions.

	10
	To salute all officers and all colors and standards not cased.

	11
	To be especially watchful at night and, during the time for challenging, to challenge all persons on or near my post and to allow no one to pass without proper authority.


Special Orders.  Special orders are utilized to provide specific guidance or procedures to deal with specific situations.  Each member of the interior guard is required to understand and comply with special orders that apply to the post.  When special orders are in use, they must be posted

In the guardhouse

At the specific post or posts affected

Special orders may cover such things as

· Whether a post is sitting, stationary, walking, or riding.

· What the exact limits of a post may be.

· A modification or exclusion of a general order.  If a general order is modified or excluded, a special order will be posted to state the modification or exclusion.

Inspection Procedures.  These inspection procedures are applicable to all Marines standing duty at any post or station in the Marine Corps.

Armory.  The armory is perhaps the single most important security area in a command:

· Sentry outside.

· Armorer inside - will normally be a sleeping post.

· Weapons accountability.

Bachelor Enlisted Quarters (BEQ).

· Maintain high visibility but respect the privacy of the Marines living there.

· Maintain noise discipline.  Quiet hours and low working hour noise levels ensure those Marines who work odd hours receive their sleep.

· Ensure good police of the area.

· Note the physical condition of the BEQ and submit discrepancies for maintenance action.

· Check the duty NCOs and fire-watches.

· Maintain the general security of the area.

Motor Pool.  Check the

· Sentry

· Duty dispatcher.  The duty dispatcher

· Maintains a 24-hour sleeping post

· Is ready to dispatch vehicles for any contingency

· Physical security - check the equipment and vehicles for

· Tampering

· Theft

· Security

· Inside of all vehicles visually

Mess Hall.

· Cooks.

· Cleanliness.

· Food line.

· Check refrigerators for proper temperature.

· Ensure leftovers are covered and marked.

· Ensure there is no water on the deck.

· Check the garbage area for cleanliness.

· Cooks appearance - clean uniforms, shave, and proper haircut.

· Galley.

· Scullery.

Sentry Inspection.

· Alert and knowledgeable of general/special orders.

· Knows the limit of their post.

· Is in the proper uniform.

· Understands deadly force.

· Understands proper voice radio procedures.

· Has access to fire fighting equipment.

· Understands contingency plans.

Posting and Relief of the OOD.  The table below lists the steps to be followed in a formal posting and relief of the OOD.

	Step
	Action

	1
	After the old OOD has effected the relief of the commander of the guard, the old and new OODs report to the commanding officer.  When reporting,

· The off going OOD stands on the right of the oncoming OOD

· Both salute

	2
	After saluting, the

· Off going OOD

· Reports, "Sir, (rank and name) reports as the off going OOD."

· Presents the OOD Logbook

· As soon as relieved, salutes and retires

· Oncoming OOD then

· Reports, "Sir, (rank and name) reports as oncoming OOD."

· As soon as posted, salutes and retires


OOD Logbook.  While on duty, the OOD is required to keep an official record in the OOD's logbook of the major events that occur during the watch.  The OOD's logbook is an official record, which must be kept in a prescribed format:  All entries should be 

· In black ink

· Brief, concise, and clear

· Record

· Who

· What

· Where

· When

Deadly Force.  Deadly force is defined as that force which a person uses with the purpose of causing or which is known or should be reasonably known to constitute likelihood of death or serious bodily harm.

Deadly force is not restricted to only firearms.  It includes

· Bayonets

· Night-sticks

· Riot control agents

· Any other weapon that will or could cause death

Reference.  MCO 5500.6F, Arming of Security and Law Enforcement (LE) Personnel and the Use of Force
Circumstances for Using Deadly Force.  Deadly force is justified

· Only under conditions of extreme necessity

· As a last resort

· When all lesser means have failed or cannot reasonably be employed

· Only under one or more of the circumstances in the table below

	Circumstance
	Explanation

	In self-defense and defense of others
	When deadly force reasonably appears necessary to protect personnel or others who are reasonably believed to be in imminent danger of death or serious bodily harm

	In defense of property involving national security
	When deadly force reasonably appears necessary to prevent the actual or threatened

· Theft of

· Damage to

· Espionage aimed at

property or information specifically designated by the commanding officer or other competent authority to be vital to the national security

	In defense of property not involving national security but inherently dangerous to others
	When deadly force reasonably appears necessary to prevent the actual theft or sabotage of property, which is inherently dangerous to others (i.e., property whose theft or destruction presents a substantial potential danger of death or serious bodily injury to others, such as operable weapons and ammunition)

	To prevent or interrupt serious offenses against persons
	When deadly force reasonably appears necessary to prevent the commission of a serious offense involving violence and which threatens death or serious bodily injury to another (such as murder, arson, armed robbery, aggravated assault, and rape)

	Apprehension or arrest
	When deadly force reasonably appears necessary to apprehend or prevent the escape of a person when probable cause exists to believe that a person has committed an offense of the nature specified within the circumstances outlined in the three preceding circumstances of this table

	Escapes
	When deadly force reasonably appears necessary to prevent the escape of a prisoner, provided security personnel have probable cause to believe that the escaping prisoner poses a threat of serious bodily harm to security personnel or others

	Lawful order
	· The use of deadly force is authorized when

· Directed by the lawful order of any competent authority

· The order meets the criteria of one of the circumstances above

· Specifically, the person who is directed to use deadly force must have

· A clear description of the person against whom it is authorized

· At least a general knowledge of the circumstances that warrant deadly force


Justifications.  The three justifications for the use of deadly force are

· Extreme necessity

· Last resort

· When all lesser means have failed

Employment.  A number of criteria for the employment of deadly force are to

· Employ all lesser means first

· Order halt (english/native language)

· Fire no warning shots.

· Aim shots to disable.

· Meet all three justifications and one circumstance
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