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INTRODUCTION:







       (5 MIN)

1.  GAIN ATTENTION.  In the Marine Corps Martial Arts Program, the term “martial” means military.  The Marine Corps – one of the world’s elite fighting organizations – is much more than a large number of personnel wearing the same uniform.  Rather, it is a group; a tribe; a culture.  And since our primary mission is to make Marines and win battles to preserve that tradition, we are, in effect, a martial culture.

2.  OVERVIEW.  This lesson will cover the definitions and aspects of a martial culture, using a group well-known as the  Apaches.  The lesson will give a brief synopsis of their background, training, and achievements to include landmark battles.  Afterward, a guided discussion will follow.

3.  LESSON PUROSE.  The purpose of this lesson is to provide the Marine with the knowledge of what a Martial Culture is, and how different martial cultures of the past and present differ and are similar to the present day Marine Corps.

4.  METHOD/MEDIA.  This class will be taught by lecture and discussion.

5.  EVALUATION.  This lesson will be not evaluated in specific, but will be evaluated through the participation, giving opinions and point of views in discussion.

TRANSITION: Any questions over anything I just covered? (PROBE) 

Let us now discuss what is meant by the term “Martial Culture” and its application to today’s discussion on the Apaches.

BODY


       (50 MIN)

A.  The introduction 






  (5 MIN)

The word “warrior” is used loosely in our society today.  Athletes who show toughness and grit are given that title.  However, in reality the true warrior – a professional fighting man – is far from an athlete, though he has tremendous physical skills.  He is equally far from an academician, though he possesses great mental powers.  He is, in effect, a breed apart; he is a part of a very select culture. 


Before we begin our look at the Apaches, we should define two aspects.  The first is the term “martial culture.”  It is a society or tribe whose primary function is the creation, training, and sustaining of warriors.  The entire ethos of the society is, in fact, tied to the warrior identity.  While there are warriors in any society, very few cultures base their entire lifestyle around their development.  The second definition is the term “warrior” itself.  A warrior is an arms-carrying, professional fighting man whose primary function is to train and prepare for conflict.  This ethos differs greatly from the part-time fighter or the athlete.  The warrior stands alone in his mission; his training and, in actuality, his societal development is based on that end state – battlefield combat.

TRANSITION:  We’ve covered the two aspects of the study. (PROBE) Any questions? With these definitions in mind, let us turn now to a page out of the Apache past.  It was a different time, though in a lot of respects Apaches remain the same and are proud of their warrior heritage.  Let’s look at an emerging nation fighting a guerilla war against the Apache Indians.  
B.  HISTORICAL BACKGROUND. 





 (10 MIN)  

The origin of the name Apache remains unclear to this date; however, the name probably stems from the name ‘Zuni apachu’ which was the name for the Navajo.  The early Spaniards called the Navajo ‘Apaches de Nabaju’.  However, Geronimo told a more interesting story.  “In the beginning, the world was covered in darkness.  There were all manner of beasts and birds.  Mankind could not prosper for the beasts and serpents destroyed all human offspring.  All creatures did have the power of speech and were gifted with reason.  There were two tribes of creatures: the feathered tribe consisting of birds and the beasts.  The birds wanted light admitted yet the beasts did not so the birds made war against the beasts.  The birds eventually won the war; however, the dragon still lived.  There were only a few human beings alive and one happened to be a woman and every time she had a baby, the dragon would eat her baby.  Years later, she had a baby boy and placed him in a deep cave to protect him.  She covered the cave so she could build a fire to keep the baby warm.  Numerous times, the dragon would ask her about the baby, but she would tell the dragon that she had no more babies.  As the boy grew older, his uncle built him a bow and arrow and took him hunting.  One day during a hunt, the dragon appeared.  The boy was not frightened, yet the uncle was so frightened that he could not move.  The boy asked the dragon if he wanted to fight and the dragon agreed.  They each took four arrows, stood 100 paces from each other, and each exchanged four consecutive shots with the dragon going first.  Each time, the boy eluded the dragon’s arrows.  The dragon had four coats of scales and no arrows had ever penetrated the dragon’s armor.  The boy shot his first arrow striking the dragon just over the heart and broke one set of scales.  Each shot struck the same spot breaking a set of scales each time.  Finally, the fourth arrow pierced the dragon’s heart killing the dragon.  The boy’s name was Apache.

The Apaches were religious in their own right.  They had an unclearly defined supreme being referred to as Usen or Life Giver.  Myths among the Apache told of their people’s emergence from within the earth.  The coyote exemplified the virtues and failings of man, securing such necessities as fire while simultaneously demonstrating the vices of man such as gluttony, falsehood, and incest, which the Apaches strongly disapproved.

As mentioned above, myths of the Apache’s early existence focused on the White Painted Woman’s divine conception of her sons and the slaying of the evil dragon by one of her son’s.  The central participants in the girl’s puberty rite and the young man’s novice raiding were identified with the White Painted Woman and the Child of Water.

The most documented traditional Apache ceremony was the girl’s puberty rite, thus it is important to mention.  This rite lasted four days.  She wore a beautifully decorated dress of the finest buckskin, colored yellow to symbolize the sacred pollen.  She carried a scratcher, drinking tube, a cane to symbolize longevity, and wore symbols such as eagle feathers and shell ornaments representing the White Painted Woman.  The ceremony began with the girl being led to the ceremonial tipi by the specially appointed shaman whose relentless chanting of songs and prayers accompanied the rituals.  In the evening, the Mountain Spirit dancers invoked the power of supernaturals to cure illness, drive away evil, and bring good fortune.  On the fourth night, the ceremonies continued until dawn when the shaman painted a sun symbol on his palm, which he pressed to the girl’s head as the sun rose.  The puberty rite was considered a vital, sacred confirmation of the beginning of womanhood. 

The Apache culture was a blend of influences from the peoples of the Plains, Great Basin and Southwest, particularly the Pueblos.  A study of the Apache Indians concerning typical traits of the Apaches requires generalizations to be made.  Tribal divergences naturally occurred in what was a highly individualistic society; however, there are many common traits describing the distinctive Apache culture.  

To understand the structure of the Apache people, one must understand how they are divided.  They are first divided into three groups according to language and the time they migrated to their area: Western Apache, Mescalero, and Chiricahua to which the Navajo originally belonged.  The Navajo must be excluded from this group because of their distinct culture.  While they are regarded as a distinct tribe, there are many similarities to certain Apache tribes.  

Next, the Apaches were divided into ‘tribes’, and then into ‘bands’.  The Chiricahua were the most famous Apache tribe and was further divided into three bands.  Two of the most famous Chiricahua Apaches were Cochise and Geronimo.  Cochise was part of the Chokonens band and known as the central or true Chiricahua Apaches and lived in an area stretching from New Mexico to Mexico.  Geronimo, a member of the Bedonkohe Apache band, lived in Southwest New Mexico and his area stretched into Mexico and Arizona.  

The Apache population was thinly spread and scattered into relatively small groups across large tribal territories due to living in a harsh environment, grazing concerns, and the availability of food.  This type of society did not lend itself to a regimented society or social structure.  Cohesion was minimal amongst the ‘groups’, there was no central leadership, and the chain of command, as we know it, basically did not exist on a day –to – day basis.      

The most practical organization was the local band that was the nucleus of government, social organizations, hunting parties, warfare, and religious ceremonies.  The environment, as hostile as it was, forced the ‘bands’ cohesiveness either by blood or by marriage.  Local band leadership was the most extensive of the Apache government and was the position most tribal chiefs held such as Cochise and Geronimo.  Leaders of the bands and tribes were very similar to what we have today as leaders in the Marine Corps with our non-commissioned officers and above, they were expected to display courage in battle, to be generous toward the poor and needy, and to be good public speakers.  The main difference between then and today is that the Apache leaders were able to demonstrate an affinity with the sacred powers and to be able to perform certain religious ceremonies.  The Apaches had an extremely keen sense of family honor.  

The local band comprised up to thirty extended families.  Bands were associated with a certain settlement and often known by a nearby landmark such as a river, creek, mountain range, or river.  Apache women were the corner stone of the extended family.  After marriage, it was customary for a man to join his wife’s relatives.  While marriage often took place between unrelated members of the same band, if a man married into an outside group or band, it was the man’s responsibility to make the transition to life in another territory.

Women were allowed to marry after puberty and men allowed to marry after they had accepted adult responsibilities as warriors and hunters.  Men were usually in their late teens to early twenties and women in their early teens.  Marriage ceremonies were inexpensive back then requiring only an exchange of gifts and construction of a new shelter for the couple in the woman’s band.  Apaches, from an early age, were taught to put the extended family first.  As a new member of a family after marrying, the male was obligated to work for his wife’s parents.

The land the Apaches lived in was a rugged and hostile territory of climatic extremes ranging from forested mountain peaks to desert lowlands with temperatures ranging from 100 degrees in the middle of summer to below zero in the dead of winter.  The Apaches hunted, foraged, and fought for their own survival just as a snake or rat would.  They hunted game, picked fruit, planted vegetables, yet the Apaches were mostly hunters and gatherers.

The land yielded only enough for the Apaches to survive and no more.  Some meat was outright rejected by the Apaches due to religious taboos.  Meat from Coyotes, bears, and snakes were feared as carriers of sickness and of carrying evil spirits.  Turkey was not eaten because they ate worms and insects, and fish was not eaten because their slimy, scaly coating was associated with the snake.  Hunting was a male event working in pairs or in small groups.  If chasing large game, they rode horses chasing the game with bows and lances.  If on foot, Apaches wore masks crafted from animals’ heads to approach deer and antelope and to trap animals in snares.  Some Apaches would conduct relays to run a deer to exhaustion while the local band might provide the numbers required to surround buffalo, antelope, or even rabbits.  For Cochise and Geronimo’s bands, hunting was so male dominated that even the presence of a basket woven by a woman would be considered bad luck.  

Young Apache boys learned the art of the bow and arrow from their grandfather, and after making their first small kill were taught the whistles, calls, habits, and religious mystique of all the animals and birds.  The mature hunter was as keen and cunning as the animals he sought.  A common comment amongst the Apaches was ‘there is plenty of game if only one knows how to find it’.  Women gathered vital wild plants for food, medicine, and weaving materials.  They knew their land as intricately as the men, and camps were regularly relocated as the seasons changed and women frantically sought to harvest the numerous different plants as they ripened.  Young women were taught to rise early and to be strong and vigorous.  They carried wood and kept a fresh supply of water to flesh, tan, dye, and sew buckskin into clothes, bags, and baskets.  

The largest expedition of agricultural products took place in May, when the majority of the local bands’ women, with all the male assistance they could muster, traveled to an area abundant in the new, towering, reddish spike-leaved stalks of the mescal known as the century plant by the Apaches.  The mescal stalks were cut, pounded, roasted, and the heavy, fleshy tubers or crowns were pried from the ground with hammers and pointed sticks.  The women worked hard to gather great quantities of the two-foot diameter mescal crowns and loaded them into a huge roasting pit hacked out of the hard, dry soil.  The dried mescal was carried home by horses, strung out in pack trains, and accompanied by the singing, chattering women.  The mescal was highly nutritious and could be preserved indefinitely, providing an important staple of the Apache diet.  

In the summer and early fall, plants were gathered such as wild potatoes, acorns, berries, grapes, yucca fruit, and wild tobacco were all cut and cured.  In the fall, domestic corn was harvested, eaten, preserved, or brewed by the women into a weak corn beer, called ‘tiswin’ by the white man.  Late fall provided the best hunting season, while women and children amassed great quantities of nuts and seeds.  When winter approached, the Apaches sought the shelter of caves and lowland villages; the Apaches were extremely dependent upon nature and their environment.  Each band exploited whatever the land yielded.  

The Apaches, in contrast to the Plains Indians, applauded courage but derided heroics; their numbers were too few for flamboyant risks and needless loss of life.  Stealth and caution were encouraged.  When the Apache was wounded or cornered, there was no more ferocious adversary.

The death ceremony was very sacred.  When an Apache warrior passed away, his watchers would close his eyes, array him in his best clothes, paint his face, wrap a rich colored blanket around him, saddle his favorite horse, place him on the horse and lead him to a cave in the mountains.  The watchers then killed all of his horses, gave away his property, and hid the cave with stones.

One should understand the Apaches combat mindset in order to fully comprehend how they thought and what they would do to the enemy.  Provided in this study are some examples.  In 1861, Geronimo, meaning one who yawns and named by the Mexicans, [his Indian name was Goyahkla] helped burn nine Mexicans to death.  As the flames sprang closer to the bound Mexicans, he relished their hysterical cries, lanced them, and cut their bodies while the men were still alive. 

In the fury of an onslaught, they killed everyone in sight and their cruelty was so great that they would inflict wound after wound upon the enemy.  Their lust for blood was insatiable.  Many victims were unrecognizable, so gashed from head to foot by lances.  A young Mexican girl was captured and then kept in a quiet place while being fattened up for several months.  Ignorance of her fate, the Apaches suspended her between two trees with ropes tied around her wrists, so that her feet, which were firmly tied together, were about three feet off the ground.  A fire was then started, and as the flames reached her flesh, scream after scream fell from her lips.  One after another of these brave Apache warriors took burning wood from the fire and applied it to her quivering flesh till finally the young girl died.  The body was then hacked to pieces and the ashes scattered with the winds.

Other Apaches cut the hearts out of their victims, staked them to ant hills with their mouths propped open, tied them to cactuses with wet raw hide that contracted as it dried in the sun, tied them naked to trees and shot arrows into them, slit their skin in strips from neck to heel, cut off limbs until the victim bled to death, smashed heads and testicles with rocks, and buried victims in the ground up to their heads and let the ants eat their heads off.  Sometimes, Apache warriors would turn their prisoners over to the women who were even crueler than the men. Women were known to take a stick and shove it up a man’s bowels while alive, then smash their heads into jelly with a rock.  Every expression of pain or agony was hailed with delight, and the one whose inventive genius devised the most excruciating kind of death was deemed worthy of honor.

The Apache attitude toward pain was altogether different from that of the Mexicans and Americans.  Pain was a fact of life and to endure it stoically and silently was the sign of good character.  From early on, boys were taught how to endure pain.  They would place dry sage on their arms and set it on fire letting it burn to ashes without flinching.  In winter, they would have to roll snow into a ball, with bare hands, until told to stop.  Boys were paired off for hand-to-hand fights that only ended when blood was drawn.  In teams of four, they shot stones at each other with slingshots.  They were given small animals and told to torture them; the most inventive and most painful types of torture were rewarded.  

From the Apache point of view, pain was part of the order of life.  A dismembered enemy would travel through the afterlife in the same condition as when they died.  Torture was a sacramental act.  It was a test of courage of the enemy warrior, and Apaches appreciated the bravery in a hopeless cause.  White men who fought vigorously to the end were awarded a special honor; the Apaches would skin only his right hand and stirrup foot in testimony to his prowess.

It is important to note that the white man wrote most of the Apache history and as you know, written history is written from the writer’s perspective.  Apaches and Apache leaders have become the victims of exaggeration, a fate that has left them enshrined in contemporary folklore.  One is led to conclude that ‘the Apache’ has been transformed into an American myth, the haunting symbol of a vanished era in the history of the Southwest.  

Transition:  We’ve just gone through the background of the Apaches.  (PROBE) Any questions or comments? As the Apaches hunted, gathered, and raided, the Mexicans and Americans played a larger role in the history of the Apaches as time increasingly progressed.

C.  THE TRAINING







(15 MIN)  
The Apaches drew a sharp distinction between warfare and raiding.  Apaches had terms for both words: raiding was to take enemy property while war meant to take death from the enemy.  Raiding was initiated by the women of the band by announcing the meat supply was about gone.  The band’s leader would then announce plans for an expedition.  Normally, twelve Apaches would comprise a raiding party for concealment was a prime consideration.  A raid was designed to acquire food rather than to initiate or respond to a conflict.  In earlier times, the raids were directed at other Indian tribes.  Upon reaching a tribe’s herd and in the early morning hours, two or three men would silently coax the livestock to a safe distance from the camp where their fellow raiders would encircle them and drive them off.  The return journey was made as fast as possible.  They would travel without sleep for up to five days.  They avoided fighting as this would alert their enemies for miles around and defeat the purpose of the raid.  If caught, they would kill the herd, scatter, and then return later to devour their spoils.

War parties were organized to avenge the deaths of Apache raiders or Apache families killed by other tribes’ raiding parties.  The deceased’s relatives initiated the organization of the war party.  A war ceremony would then be conducted usually by what was called a ‘shaman’ who was the bands religious leader.  The shaman was well versed in supernatural songs and ceremonial prayers to exhort success on the battlefield.  War parties normally contained 200 men, and a shaman would accompany the party into battle conducting ceremonies while on the warpath.  When on the warpath, they scatter and reunite at a new campsite to avoid backtracking and to avoid having their enemies track them.  The Apaches always traveled with scouts out front and would even post scouts in the evening on the highest possible terrain, no matter how far from water and wood.  Upon attacking, they would attack from several directions at once.

The Apaches preferred to make their attacks shortly before dawn and would kill as many of the enemy as possible.  Scalping was rare and was mostly practiced against the Mexicans in retaliation for their own outrages.  The Apache Indian feared the dead enemy contaminated the scalp.  A single victory was normally enough to persuade the warriors to return home, especially if they had acquired livestock and other war booty.  Once home, they were welcomed with a celebration consisting of a feast and dancing.

Apaches were trained for war from boyhood.  Boys woke early and bathed in the river, even if they had to crack the surface ice to do so.  They ran up hillsides with a mouthful of water to learn correct breathing through the nose – the endurance so characteristic of the Apaches.  Boys were hardened by rough wrestling games, mock battles, and taught by their relatives the geography, attributes, and sanctity of their surroundings.

When a young man felt ready, he would begin the novice warrior complex of his first four raids, which were permeated with religious beliefs and rituals.  Having been accepted as a member of his first raid, the young man was instructed by a war shaman.  The shaman would give the young man a drinking tube, a scratcher, and a special war cap, which unlike those of the mature warrior did not bestow spiritual power.  The apprentice warrior was sacred and was identified with their cultural hero called Child of the Water.  The young Apache used the ceremonial warpath language, which replaced words for common objects during the raid.  The scratcher was used to scratch him and the drinking tube to ensure water did not touch the lips.  When eating, the young Apache would eat only when the food was cold in order to bring the raiders good luck.  He was also subservient to the other warriors and would fetch their water and wood.  If he did well on the first raid, he would be invited back for another raid.  Upon completing four successful raids without deviations in his conduct, the young Apache received the coveted reward of recognition as an Apache warrior.

The legendary skill and endurance of the Apache warriors has been documented through the testimonies of the soldiers who fought them.  They even referred to them as the ‘tigers of the human race’ and were ideally adapted to fighting in their rugged homeland.  Warriors wore a shirt, breechclout, and moccasins normally reaching above the knee; he carried a rope, blanket, water jar, fire drill, rations of mescal or jerky, and his weapons.  The Apache might employ a shield, bow, arrows, lance, club, knife, and during the Apache Wars, a gun and cartridge belt.  They also blackened their weapons to camouflage them.

Apaches lived instinctively off the land and could withstand extraordinary extremes of thirst and hunger.  Paint was daubed across the face to invoke the particular power of a war shaman.  In fact, Geronimo was a war shaman whose power allegedly enabled him to predict events and prevented him from being killed by bullets.  The Apaches did not adapt a horse culture, as their terrain and lifestyle did not lend itself to the adoption of the horse in the same way, as did that of the Plains Indians.  Horses were used in large raids, but an Apache warrior was equally likely to travel on foot, allowing him to use the terrain to conceal his movement.  An Apache warrior could run as many as 70 miles a day, and Apache women thought nothing of trotting 60 miles to present treats to their children when they had been placed in boarding schools in later years.

Concealment was a spectacular trait amongst the Apaches.  In one instance, Quick Killer told a soldier to turn his back and in an instant had disappeared.  In a spot just a few feet away, he emerged after completely burying himself under thick grass. 

The Apaches fought a guerrilla style of warfare against the Spanish, Mexicans, and Americans.  Hardly any pursuers every successfully found their way into the labyrinthine strongholds of the Apache Indians until they learned to turn Apache against Apache, utilizing the remarkable ability of the Apache scouts.  When the Apaches were chased, they would scatter, running across rock to an agreed rendezvous, leaving no trail.  They would visit their secret waterholes at night, which they knew well or could quickly spot from high ground.  If they felt they were being cornered, they would kill their horses and climb like deer up seemingly impassable cliff sides.

Tricky as they were, Apaches would build false camps to confuse the enemy and drive their livestock several miles ahead of the actual area where a group concealed themselves.  Camps could be moved silently and were at times moved right under the noses of the Apache enemies.  Fight or flight, the Apaches were very skilled in doubling back like a fox and ambushing their pursuers.   

TRANSITION:  We have just gone through the training. (PROBE) Any questions or comments? As the Mexicans and Americans were in full pursuit of the Apaches, the Apaches yearned for their own existence.  Both the Mexicans and Americans got more than their share of fighting the Apaches.

1.  SIGNIFICANT BATTLES 






 (10 MIN) 
In 1540, the Apaches were well entrenched in their homeland of the Southwest.  Drawn by the prospect of converts to the Roman Catholic faith and by legends of mineral riches, the Spanish ventured into the Apache homeland.  The Spanish were brutal in their desire to colonize the Apache homeland.  Under the guise of extending the boundaries for the Spanish, they would raid the Apaches to acquire Indian slaves. The capture of Indians for sale in the thriving slave market obviously did nothing to enrich relations between the Apaches and Spanish.  

In 1598, over four hundred years ago, the Spanish governor of New Mexico attacked an Apache settlement killing 800 and capturing nearly 600.  Captured males over the age of 25 had one foot cut off and served 20 years of slavery.  In 1610, the Apaches sought revenge and raided the governor’s capital with such ferocity that the governor moved his capital.   

Apache ambushes and raids were frequent from 1600 to 1680 and drove the Spanish from New Mexico.  By 1700, each Apache tribe was firmly established in its traditional territory while the pattern of raids and Spanish punitive expeditions continued throughout the 18th century.

Following 1786, the Spanish departed from their policy of extermination against the Apaches.  The Spanish now encouraged tribes to wage war against each other and those seeking peace were settled on reservations.  The Spanish would protect them, provide them rations, and even provided them inferior weapons to  make them dependent on the Spanish.  They also provided them alcohol as a means of gaining their goodwill, to discover their secrets, and to calm them into thinking less of conceiving and executing their hostilities.  This new policy enjoyed some success leading to a period of relative calm from 1790 to 1825.

The Apache situation deteriorated after the declaration of Mexican Independence.  The Mexican government could not afford to supply rations to the Apaches resulting in the Apaches resuming raiding with ferocity.  The Apaches hated the Mexicans and this intensified in 1825.  A Mexican governor offered a bounty of 100 pesos for the scalp of any Apache warrior over the age of fourteen, fifty pesos for women’s scalps, and twenty-five pesos for children.  The scalp bounties naturally fueled the bitter conflict between the Apaches and Mexicans.

In 1848, the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo ceded the Spanish Southwest and its Indian tribes to the United States and American troops were withdrawn form Mexico.  Despite the Americans agreement to stop the Apaches from crossing the new border, the raids continued.  In 1851, miners reopened the copper mines and discovered gold nearby.  Mangas Coloradas, the chief of the Chihenne Apaches, visited the miners’ camp and offered to lead them to greater deposits of gold.  The white men, fearing a trap, bound the great chief to a tree and brutally whipped him.  His rage made him a ferocious enemy of the Americans.  

In 1861, 54 mounted infantrymen sought the return of two kidnapped boys.  Cochise, the great chief of the Central Chiricahua, was asked to come to the tent of the white man leading the 54 infantrymen.  Cochise was wrongly accused of the crime and would be held prisoner until the boys were released.  Upset with this decision, he pulled out his knife, sliced the tent, and escaped capture while the Apaches that accompanied him were held hostage.  Cochise returned with his own American hostages, a fight ensued, hostages on both sides were killed, and Cochise escaped.  The lack of mutual distrust resulted in the unnecessary loss of life.

In the years that followed, most soldiers were withdrawn from this part of America to fight in the Civil War.  Cochise and Mangas Coloradas took this opportunity to drive the settlers out of their land.  Relentless raiding resulted in all treaties being abandoned and the policy of extermination was again in existence.  In 1862, Mangas Coloradas was shot from his horse, survived, and a year later ventured into an American camp under a flag of truce.  He was taken prisoner, tortured, decapitated, and his head was boiled in a large, black pot.

It’s important to study the background of the most mythical of Apache Indians in order to understand the Apache.  Geronimo was born into the Bedonkohe band in 1829 in Southwest New Mexico near the head of the Gila River; he was one of eight children.  In 1846, he was admitted to the council of warriors.  Perhaps his favorite joy at this time in his life was marrying Alope.  Eventually, they had three children.  In 1858, Geronimo was part of a trading party in Mexico and while they were gone, Mexicans attacked his camp killing his mother, wife, and three children.

Geronimo had been mentally hardened for war from an early age.

Geronimo convinced his people to seek revenge and stated he would fight from the front and only asked his people to follow him.  

In 1859, the attack began with the Apaches assembling on the Mexican border.  None were mounted; they wore moccasins and a cloth wrapped around the loins.  Each warrior carried three days rations and killed game along the way.  The Apaches marched for about fourteen hours a day covering forty-five miles a day.  The first fight began with eight Mexicans riding out to engage the Apaches; these men were captured and killed.  The next morning, the Mexicans attacked with two companies of cavalry and two infantry companies.  Geronimo arranged his warriors in a hollow circle at the edge of a tree line.  As the Mexicans came within 400 yards comprised of two lines of infantry with the cavalry in reserve, they fired their weapons and then Geronimo lead the charge.  The battle lasted approximately two hours and only a few Apaches were left on the field; however, Geronimo was one of them fighting with only his hands and a knife.  Eventually all the Mexicans were killed, Geronimo avenged his family’s death, and was made a war chief for the Apaches due to his skill, wisdom, and bravery from the day’s battle.  Not fully satisfied from the day’s revenge, The Apaches continued to conduct guerilla style raids into Mexico.  Geronimo continued fighting the Mexicans and Americans up until his surrender in 1886.

By 1880, Geronimo had earned a fearsome reputation.  He unleashed lightning raids into Mexico, Arizona, and New Mexico.  In March of 1884, Geronimo surrendered to the Americans and began living on a reservation.  Upon learning of rumors concerning his potential arrest, he bolted from the reservation after having been on the reservation for only three months.  Almost a year later and after having alluded the American soldiers, Geronimo again surrendered after having been giving the word that he would be allowed to return to his land in two years.  Geronimo stated, “Once I moved about like the wind.  Now I surrender to you – and that is all.”  Learning that the Americans word was no good, Geronimo again escaped yet surrendered in September of 1886 for the final time.  For the course of a year, Geronimo inflicted about 95 casualties on the Americans, killed an unknown number of Mexicans, and suffered only 13 of his own.  Geronimo was taken to Florida, then to Alabama, and then to Fort Sill, Oklahoma, where he died in February 1909.

During his many battles with the Mexicans and Americans, Geronimo was wounded eight times.  He was shot in the leg, forearm, cut by a saber in his right leg, butted in the head by a musket, shot below the left eye, shot on both sides of the body, and shot in the back. 

TRANSITION:  After reviewing the significant battles, are there any questions or comments? A Martial Culture Study is not designed to be a history class, though we have just conducted a quick snapshot of the Apaches.  Those Marines interested can check the CMC reading list for books pertaining to the Apaches.  I have a reference bibliography that I can give you at the completion of this period of instruction.  They are fascinating warriors.  But now let’s turn our attention to some discussion questions. 


1.  DISCUSSION 







 (10 MIN)  
It is pretty clear the Apaches met the major criteria of a martial culture.  But first, let’s discuss this question:  what are the strengths and weakness of the Apaches?  (Allow the students to list the strengths and weaknesses.  There are no “right” or “wrong” answers; however, these topics are germane:  

Strengths:  high morale, conditioning, hand picked, good leadership, tough training, esprit de corps, backing of the chief, country, size, and terrain.

Weaknesses:  elite within an elite, Spanish, Mexican, and American interference, light arms, equipment, logistics, lack of warriors. 

With those factors in mind, should a martial culture be so influenced by the personality of the leader and what are the major differences between the Apaches and the Marine Corps?  (Allow students to discuss aspects of leadership with regard to leadership.  Examples can come from Zulu battles and training, or from the leaders themselves.)

We know the Apaches were a tough warrior unit.  With that in mind, can a unit such as the Apaches exist without an armed conflict looming imminent?  (Allow students to compare and contrast the strengths and weaknesses again, this time in context of combat.  Use topics such as tough training, combat leadership, battle fatigue and combine with possible negative outcomes of such a unit, to include high casualty ratio, failure to get back into normal society, etc.)

The Apache warriors were considered an elite unit – conditioning of the mind and body.  So is the Marine Corps.  Is there such a thing as an elite within an elite?  (Allow students to discuss openly the elite syndrome – strengths and weaknesses.  Consider such topics as elitism, recon, Apache warriors, cults that develop as a result of “special status”.)

These questions lead us to one we haven’t asked:  is today’s Marine Corps a martial culture and what is the difference between a draftee and a professional fighting man? (Allow students to compare and contrast the Zulus to today’s Marine Corps.  Try to enlist topics such as training, MCMAP, ready for combat.  Allow the students to flow if possible. Additional, they should discuss the difference between draftees and the professional Marine.  Professionals are volunteers and have a commitment to fulfill their obligation, the contract and swearing in, the oath of enlistment, and that the obligation to become a professional fighting Marine is taken freely!

TRANSITION:  With our discussion of the Apaches, we have examined not only a great unit within our history, but also ourselves. (PROBE) Any questions or comments?  What can the Apaches tell us today?

SUMMARY:          
(5 MIN)

Marines, the Apaches live on.  Their standard of excellence is still one to admire; though they only lasted a few years as warriors over the course of history, they were in action almost the entire time.  They are remembered for the three “Cs”:  cohesion, competence, and confidence.  In places such as Mexico, New Mexico, Arizona, and the Southwest in general, the three  elements were put to the test.  The Apaches live on in our NCOs – small unit leaders, combat fit Marines, tenacious, and smart who operate as the Apaches did.  

They are a shining example of a martial culture, an organization whose primary function is the breeding, training, and sustaining of warriors.  Without a doubt, they left one of the finest combat records in the history of the American Southwest.  Our job as Marines is to take elements of their ethos and mold it with our own.

In closing, with this knowledge it is important for each Marine to ask himself or herself this question:  am I a part of a martial culture?  The answer is within me, my commitment to God, country, and Corps.  

INSTRUCTOR'S NOTE: Those with Instructional Review Forms (IRFs), fill them out and turn them in at this time.







INSTRUCTOR’S NOTE: The instructor should begin to transition to discussion group leader mode.  Questions and answers should be allowed to flow freely. 









