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Martial Arts Center of Excellence

Newsletter: 6 August 2004

“At times, because of one mans evil, thousands of people suffer.  So you kill that one man in order to let the thousands live. Here, truly, the blade that deals death could be the sword that gives life.”

Yagyu Munenori

Instructor Trainers and Instructors,


This is the sixth Newsletter of 2004.  As always, and as a reminder (hate to be redundant), but, if you know of an IT, or an I not receiving these please have them contact anyone at the MACE, or go to the web page (see footnote) where it will be posted.  These Newsletters are designed to keep all the IT’s/I’s up to date with changes and in contact with the MACE.    

The MACE finished the black belt syllabus and update to MCMAP during a recent off site.  Last month the MACE flew to California to make a video of all the changes.  Those changes will be sent to all IT’s/I’s who we have addresses for next week.  Please make sure you contact Capt Gasper, the MACE deputy to make sure he has your address so we can get the CD to you.  All updates and the black belt advanced syllabus go in to effect as of 1 September.  Do not discard the CD’s you currently have.  The CD you will receive will augment what you have now.  Eventually, all CD’s will be on Marine Net for all I’s and IT’s to view.  Until then, here is a list of the changes you will see:

Tan belt:  Disrupt with bayonet; vertical knees; armed manipulations-counter to under hand grab, and overhand grab.

Gray belt:  Front Choke; Disrupt and Thrust while moving with static opponent; Counter to Front Head lock; Armbar from mount; Cross body baton draw/outside arm carry; Strong side baton draw/behind the leg carry; Cuffing with double and single flexi cuffs.

Green belt:  Push kick lead and rear leg; Ridge Hand strikes; Round Knees.

Brown belt:  Counter to end grab; Counter to mid grab: Cross elbows; Ground Front Choke.

Black belt:  Counter pistol to head (one and two hands); Knife techniques with strong side; Guillotine from standing and ground; same side pistol grab and from the rear retention.  

For the advanced black belt syllabus, the following will go into effect as of 1 September: All requirements will be submitted to the MACE utilizing Naval Correspondence format.  The MACE will start sending MTT’s out to train all IT’s on the combat engagement pattern, or IT’s can come to the MACE for the training.  More details to the specifics of advanced degrees will be in the new MCO and by contacting the MACE, and or by viewing the webpage soon.  Each degree encompasses part of all three disciplines in MCMAP.  The degrees will not just be handed out.  The MACE will still be the only authority to advance a Marine in the black belt ranks.  

2nd Degree:  18 months time in grade as 1st degree; 156 sustainment hours of MCMAP techniques; Combat engagement pattern (26 hours-details to follow); Book report from CMC’s reading list; Professional paper on a civilian “discipline”; 40 vol hours in local community.

3rd Degree:  24 months time in grade as 2nd degree; 156 sustainment hours of MCMAP techniques; create a video on one scenario showing the continuum of force; Develop a warrior study (1975 to the present); Book report from CMC’s reading list; develop and submit UTIP schedule relating to your unit; coach/instruct a non-military, non-profit activity for one season or 50 hours.

4th Degree: 36 months time in grade as 3rd degree; 156 sustainment hours of MCMAP techniques; Conduct a Martial Culture Analysis; Write a thesis dealing with the evolution of close combat in the military; 60 vol hours in a Marine Corps assistance program, i.e. Family Advocacy, substance abuse, etc.

5th Degree:  36 months time in grade as 4th degree; 156 sustainment hours of MCMAP techniques; Develop and submit changes to MCMAP orders and publications; Provide a working Unit Sustainment and Integration Training Plan for your unit; Prepare and conduct a battle staff ride; Choose one Tie-in from each belt level and rewrite utilizing personal experiences; Engineer and conduct a fund raiser for a not profit charity.

6th Degree: 48 months time in grade as 5th degree; From 1st-5th degree, must have conducted a minimum of: 15 MAI courses; Publishable paper on the role of MCMAP and its effect on the USMC; Outline format paper on the extent of your involvement in supporting MCMAP.

Other news:  On 2 August, the MACE dedicated their new building to the Raiders of all four battalions. A number of Raiders to include their President, Mr Meacham and Col Evans Carlson, son of BGen Carlson were in attendance.  The MACE building is now called Raider Hall and is located on the parade deck next to Ramer Gym.  Our address is:

Martial Arts Center of Excellence

24191 Gilbert Road

Quantico, Virginia 22134

MSgt Shane Franklin has checked aboard as the SNCOIC of MCMAP.  He brings with him a wealth of knowledge in MCMAP and other martial cultures.  With him aboard the MACE will soar to higher heights and abilities.  The MACE welcomes him and his family and looks forward to the professionalism and knowledge he brings.

On 9 August MAIT 02-’04 will commence.  There are still seats open if you desire to send Marines.  Please contact the MACE asap.

The website is growing with more and more information about MCMAP.  Take the time to scan through the site.  If you have any recommendations to improve the sight, please contact the MACE.  The website has the current NAVMC 2934 that outlines the Martial Arts Safety and Training Equipment and Facilities.  A great pub for viewing equipment, how to wear it, where to buy it, how to build obstacle courses, bear pits, and the likes.

Finally, if your command plans to conduct a MAI, please submit the request to the MACE so we can get the word out to all Marines in the area.  Also, IT’s have a requirement to recert-make sure you are following procedures.  Thank you in advance.

  Semper Fi Marines, Train hard but Train safe!

Joseph Shusko

LtCol USMC  Director, MCMAP
                                                https://www.tbs.usmc.mil/Pages/Martial_Arts/default.htm  
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