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Martial Arts Center of Excellence

Newsletter: 29 March 2004

“Your future depends on many things, but mostly on you.”

Frank Tyger

Instructor Trainers and Instructors,


This is the third Newsletter of 2004 and it is a little overdue, my apologies to all.  As always, and as a reminder (hate to be redundant), but, if you know of an IT, or an I not receiving these please have them contact anyone at the MACE, or go to the web page (see footnote) where it will be posted.  These Newsletters are designed to keep all the IT’s/I’s up to date with changes and in contact with the MACE.    

Final word on CD’s before I fill everyone in on the results of the most recent Course Content Review Board (CCRB).  The CD’s and the final DRAFT MCRP are being mailed to commands as we speak.  If your organization does not receive a set prior to April 20th, please contact the MACE.  POC remains Maj Justin Wilson.  Final formatted MCRP will be sent out in a few weeks.

Last reminder on unauthorized reproduction of CD’s:  Once the CD’s hit the operating forces they have to be treated as a “controlled” item.  Unofficial use, reproduction of any of the disks will be punishable under the UCMJ IAW Title 10, U.S.C., chapter 663, 7881 (b), which currently prohibits, except with written permission of SecNav, the use or imitation of the seal, emblem, name, or initials of the Marine Corps in connection with any promotion, goods, services, or commercial activity in a manner reasonably tending to suggest that such use is approved, endorsed, or authorized by the Marine Corps or any other component of DoD. SecNav has delegated this approval authority to the CMC.  
 The MACE held a CCRB during 2-4 March.  In addition to the MACE staff, 19 IT Marines from around the Corps were in attendance.  I’d like to personally thank all those that made the CCRB possible.  It was a very positive experience with a lot of give and take that will only make MCMAP better in the years to come.  Several proposals were discussed and voted on as changes to be submitted up the chain prior to implementation on 1 October of this year.  Some changes, identified below, are to be implemented immediately.  Except for the couple “implement immediately” changes, all other changes/additions/deletions/modifications will not be acted upon until released by the MACE (expecting around 1 October of 2004).  The CD’s and Final DRAFT MCRP you will receive in a couple of weeks are the most current pubs to follow.

-MCO 1500.54 was reviewed in detail and will be sent up the chain with numerous changes shortly.

-All “172” techniques were reviewed in detail: Here is a sampling of the recommended changes, additions, deletions, and modifications to MCMAP (this is not all inclusive):

-“Softening blows” will be called “distracters” (Implement immediately).

-Tan belt will have a class on Weapons of Opportunity vice techniques.

-Combining parry and disrupt bayonet techniques into one technique throughout all belt levels.

-“Chin Jab Strike” will also be called “Palm Heel Strike” (Implement immediately).

-“Inside/Outside” knife strikes will be called “Forward/Reverse” (Implement immediately).

-Front choke will be modified slightly to make it more lethal.

-Weapons of Opportunity techniques from Tan will move to Gray.

-Weapons of Opportunity/blocks combined.

-Combine disrupt and thrust while closing with enemy into one technique.

-Add new outside arm carry for non-lethal baton.

-Add new counter to the front headlock.

-Minor changes to armed manipulations with weapon.

-Modify armed bar from mount and guard.

-Add forward ridge hand and vertical rear elbow.

-Add push kick and round knee.

-Add cross elbows.

-Add Guillotine Choke.

-Modify explanation for the counter to the pistol to the head.

-Black belt knife techniques will be from the “strong” hand, not weak side.

-Garrote will be IAW the CD’s, two from front and two from rear. (Implement immediately)

-Reap will be conducted IAW the CD’s (Implement immediately).

-Add firearm retention from the rear.

-Stages 1-3 of bayonet techniques will be moved to Gray.

-Cuffing technique will be added to all the non-compliant takedowns.

-Advanced black belt syllabus with Program Enhancements.

The MACE is still holding off advancing all IT’s until the black belt syllabus/criteria is finalized.  Please be patient.  Also, remember, to be a designated a MAIT, a Marine MUST meet the prerequisites for Black Belt 1st Degree and successfully complete the MAIT course.  IT’s are not authorized to advance Marines to IT status.  MAIT courses are only available through the MACE, or through a unit funded MACE MTT.

The MACE building is still underway.  The building should be completed by the 16th of June. The date has slid a month due to weather.  The MACE anticipates conducting an official ribbon cutting the last week of June or first week of July.  The MACE building will be called Raider Hall.

Couple last thoughts:  1. The Re-certification process must be followed.  Make sure this is being done.  Special thanks for those that are following the “said” procedures.  2. Remember, once a Marine has finished his/her MCMAP training and is awarded a belt, please make sure within 10 days the Marine is added to MCTFS.  3. The MACE has started receiving notifications of injuries-thanks to all those who are reporting them to the MACE.  Please continue to take a minute to notify the MACE on all MCMAP related injuries.  4. If you were down range participating in OIF and have any lessons learned IRT martial arts, please submit them to the MACE so we can get them out to all Marines.  5.  Finally, if your command plans to conduct a MAI, please send us the dates so we can get the word out to all Marines in the area.  Thank you in advance.

  Semper Fi Marines, Train hard but Train safe!

Joseph Shusko

LtCol USMC

Director, MCMAP
                                                https://www.tbs.usmc.mil/Pages/Martial_Arts/default.htm  
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