4-’04


[image: image1.png]



Martial Arts Center of Excellence

Newsletter: 24 May 2004

“Its not the strongest of the species that survive, nor the most intelligent, but the one most responsive to change.”

Charles Darwin

Instructor Trainers and Instructors,


This is the fourth Newsletter of 2004 and it is a little overdue, my apologies to all.  As always, and as a reminder (hate to be redundant), but, if you know of an IT, or an I not receiving these please have them contact anyone at the MACE, or go to the web page (see footnote) where it will be posted.  These Newsletters are designed to keep all the IT’s/I’s up to date with changes and in contact with the MACE.    

Latest word on CD’s:  The MACE has sent out a couple hundred sets to stations and bases around the globe.  Check with your command to see if they have been received.  The MACE will not be sending any more hard copies out.  The MACE has been in contact with MarineNet who will be putting them on their site relatively soon.  The only Marines that will have the authorization to view the CD’s will be IT’s and MAI’s.  It’s important to note that the only way MarineNet will know who has the authorization to view the CD’s will be if the MACE has your email address.  That said, please check MCTF’s, if your name is in MCTF under 8551 or 8552 you will have authorization to view the CD’s.  If your name is not on MCTF, you will not be able to view the CD’s.  POC remains Maj Justin Wilson.  

The MACE is still holding off advancing all IT’s until the black belt syllabus/criteria is finalized.  Please be patient.  Projected completion date-1 August with latest changes.  Also remember, to be a designated a MAIT, a Marine MUST meet the prerequisites for Black Belt 1st Degree and successfully complete the MAIT course.  IT’s are not authorized to advance Marines to IT status.  MAIT courses are only available through the MACE, or through a unit funded MACE MTT.

I would like to take the opportunity to congratulate the graduates of MAIT class 01-’04 . . .a “very strong” group of Marines.  If you see any of the following Marines shake their hands and congratulate them for their success while at MAIT and their worth for the future of MCMAP.  Gung-Ho recipient was SSgt Coronado.  Honor Graduate was Sgt Bley.  Sgt Jing Xu received the “Cpl James Dunham” award.  Sgt Trevor Wargo received the  “Cpl Blackburn” award, voted by the students.  Again, congratulations to all Marines.  Well done! Special thanks to GySgt Collett and GySgt Marlow who made this MAIT course a very professionally, well-run course with only minor changes.  It could not have been done without their leadership
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The MACE building is still underway.  The building should be completed by the 16th of June.  The MACE anticipates conducting an official ribbon cutting on the 2nd of August.  Please let the MACE know if you’d like to attend.  POC is Maj Justin Wilson.  The MACE building will be called Raider Hall.

Couple last updates:  

1. The MACE has submitted up the chain of command a proposal to run four MAIT courses a year vice two.  Expect an answer soon.  Running four MAIT courses a year will allow the commands more flexibility in getting Marines to the course.  

2. The Re-certification process must be followed.  Make sure this is being done.  Special thanks for those that are following the “said” procedures.  
3. Remember, once a Marine has finished his/her MCMAP training and is awarded a belt; please make sure within 10 days the Marine is added to MCTFS.  

4. The MACE has started receiving notifications of injuries-thanks to all those who are reporting them to the MACE.  Please continue to take a minute to notify the MACE on all MCMAP related injuries. 

5. If you were down range participating in OIF and have any lessons learned IRT martial arts, please submit them to the MACE so we can get them out to all Marines. 

6. Final changes to the current 172 techniques will be sent up the chain of command in August along with the revised MCO.  If all goes well, anticipate having all changes go into effect 1 October. 

7. Finally, if your command plans to conduct a MAI, please send us the dates so we can get the word out to all Marines in the area.  Thank you in advance.

  Semper Fi Marines, Train hard but Train safe!

Joseph Shusko

LtCol USMC

Director, MCMAP
                                                https://www.tbs.usmc.mil/Pages/Martial_Arts/default.htm  
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