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Make Way For Senior Company On Deck








the company endured during field exercises.  Some of the field training events the company completed were Initial Day Patrols, Day Security Patrols, Night Ambushes, Day and Night Final Land Navigation and Warfighting Field Exercise II where the lieutenants graduated from squad level operations to platoon level operations.  While spending time in the field was great (some more than others!), we cannot forget about the numerous classes and written evaluations between field exercises.  Many Lieutenants learned the necessary tactics, techniques and procedures on how to properly conduct security patrols, night ambushes and also how to conduct platoon tactics in the offense and defense.  


  For our 10-mile combat conditioning hike, 


er Fidelis and Happy Holidays,








Curtis V. Ebitz








  Dear families and friends of Alpha Company,


  Since the February Newsletter was published, the pace of training and field time around the company has increased dramatically.  With Fox Company’s graduation on 18 March, Alpha Company became the senior company on deck.  The light at the end of the tunnel many of you are starting to see is graduation nearly 10 weeks away!  However, don’t be fooled or get complacent.  There is still plenty of work to be accomplished and many significant events that must be completed prior to graduation.    


  Throughout the month of March, many Lieutenants were challenged mentally and physically due to conditions (from extreme cold to very warm temperatures)
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Upcoming Training Highlights





2 April 	Final Endurance Course


2-9 April	Warfighting Field Exercise III (Company will bivouac in the field.  Spouses will not be home on the nights of 2-8 April)


12 April	15 Mile Conditioning Hike


13 April	Night Orienteering II (Spouses will be late)


15 April	MOS Selection


16 April	SPC Day


20 April	Warfighting Field Firing Exercise II (Spouses will be late)


21 April	Warfighting Field Firing Exercise II (Spouses will be late)


22 April	Aviation Night (Spouses are welcome to attend)








the company strayed from the norm of conducting hikes aboard TBS and went to the Battlefield of Spotsylvania Courthouse.  This proved to be a great success and fun in the process while providing valuable lessons learned in history during the conduct of the hike.  During this past month, the company has done a splendid job learning what the instructors presented them.  For many, these field exercises and classes have helped shaped the Lieutenants decision making process and allowed them to more closely focus their desires toward specific MOS’s.


  I was pleased to see so many of you there with your spouses for the Military Occupational Specialty (MOS) Mixer on 19 March.  I know the time was well spent being able to talk to many officers from the various MOS’s that make up the Marine Corps.  These officers hopefully were able to answer most of your questions about duty assignment, life style, career path, promotion opportunity, and general advantages and disadvantages of particular MOS’s.  


  Alpha Company’s MOS assignment is scheduled for 12 April, and no later than 5 May, we should have the MOS report approved through Headquarters Marine Corps and ready for release to the company. This is one of the most anxious times in a TBS company because the MOS determines where each student will move for their follow-on training and how their career path will unfold for as long as they remain in the Corps.   


  In April, the pace of the training schedule will not let down.  We will spend roughly a third of the month of April in the field.  April will definitely challenge the Lieutenants during Warfighting Field Exercise III for 5 straight days in the field.  We plan on finishing the month of April with a bang as well… a huge Hawaiian party in the Tea Garden on 23 Apr, weather dependent of course!  So break out your luau gear and get ready to have some fun outdoors.  


  Also, in case you haven’t been informed yet, we have two major family events scheduled for 14 May; the rescheduled “Warrior Day” and the Marine Barracks 8th & I Evening Parade.  For “Warrior Day”, we will shut down our training schedule for an entire day allocating all our resources to the families and friends of Alpha 
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Company.  There will be rides in amphibious assault vehicles (they look and feel like tanks, but they are really personnel carriers), an opportunity to shoot some of our weapons, access to obstacle courses and receive some martial arts training.  


  Although it sounds strenuous, all the activities are optional and the larger intent behind the day is to give you an opportunity to gather in an environment much like what the Lieutenants experience every day.  All family, spouses, significant others and friends are invited.  All that is required is that your Lieutenant ensures you are signed up on the list, so we can arrange for food, transportation, body armor and ammunition for all participants.  After the day in the sun (or rain), we have reserved seats for all of Alpha Company and their invited guests to attend the evening parade hosted by the Marine Barracks of 8th & I Streets, Washington, D.C.  They are universally considered the most proficient drill and ceremonies battalion in the world, and it is quite a show.  


  Our company Web site has been updated again with new photos from previous training evolutions, new Warrior Day information and the trip scheduled to Marine Barracks 8th and I.  I encourage all to visit the Web site.  For those of you who still have not seen our website, go to: � HYPERLINK "http://www.tbs.usmc.mil" ��http://www.tbs.usmc.mil�. To find our company web site, press the “FOLLOW ME” button, the “Officer Courses” link, and finally, the “Alpha” link.  


  Continuing from last month, I will continue trying to keep you up to date on your spouses’ schedule.  Below lists some highlights of our training for the next month.  Again, please contact me if you have questions or there is anything I can do for you.





Sincerely,


             Curtis V. Ebitz


Major, U. S. Marine Corps


Commanding Officer





Email:  ebitzcv@tecom.usmc.mil


Work:  703-784-5997


Home: 540-657-9596
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  This wasn’t his day so far. So many lieutenants, some captains and a major might go hungry without the hot chow he had to deliver.   Was he that late? Had those crazy civilian cats already closed from breakfast?  Were they already preparing for lunch?


  He got back in the truck. This had never happened before.   Just then, he looked down at the truck’s same clock radio that had told him he was running so late. “Amazing,” he said to himself. “The clock is stuck at 530 AM. Can digital clocks get stuck?” Then, his Holmes-like powers of reason kicked in again and he realized it was still dark.


  Again, he spoke to himself, “So, if the clock is broken, maybe some radio station can tell me what time it is.” That’s just it. What he thought was the time all along was actually just the radio tuned to “530 AM.”


  That’s it! The volume was turned down and the time was actually just 0230. He jumped the gun – big time – eventually he got the hot chow and made the delivery.


  So, we thank the good gunny for trying so hard to not be late.  We just couldn’t pass up the opportunity to let those jackass beads hang outside the Alpha Company Gunnery Sergeant’s hatch for the next week.


  And some quick notice, we’ll be passing the collection plate later on to raise enough money to get the Gunny a glow-in-the-dark digital watch.


  Gunny, thanks for loosing sleep over us, and thanks for the memories!
























































  


 The week prior was not without notable jackassery.  History has provided us with many famous buddy teams;  Batman had Robin, The Lone Ranger – Tanto, Dr. Evil had Mini Me and Capt Allen has Lt McGirr. Alpha Co 5th Platoon is no different.  We have Clark and Brett.  No, we’re not referring to Lt. Kinser – 5th Plt”, but to his roommates Lt. Grofesema, no not the smart one, rather the good looking one and Lt. Morris who thinks that 17 weeks in the Marine Corps Reserve qualifies you as being a salty prior. 


  Many of you still may not know much about “his royal saltiness”, therefore here’s your orientation:  Lt Morris is 








JACKASSES


OF THE WEEK
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2nd Lt. J.D. Elder


2nd Platoon�� 





  Nothin’ says lovin’ quite like hot chow in the field. That steaming plop of high dollar Devil Dog slop is pretty motivating when not even the sun’s early morning rays can lick winter’s chilly spell. You know we’re all waiting on it – drool dripping slowly off our lower lips.


  Heck, even Gunny Statia knew we were counting on that good hot chow to brighten our FEX I spirits. Counting on it! 


  Gunny slept in the back of his white government 4x4 pick-up truck. Rumor has it that fire watches could hear him mumbling from his bivie sack, “Gotta’ git da chow – gotta’ git da chow – chow – da chow.” 


  Now we’ll stray from the rumor mill and dance on the fringes of fact.


  Wednesday night while dreaming of delivering the eggs sausage and other morning goodies, he woke with an uneasy feeling. His bladder wasn’t full so that wasn’t it. He knew he didn’t have fire watch – after all, he was on the company staff. Scratching his head, he wondered why he felt so disturbed. He climbed out of his sleeping bags and into the truck’s cab. Maybe here he would find a clue as to his anxious condition. He turned the ignition key just enough to light the console. The first thing he saw answered it all for him. Using the deductive skills of Sherlock Holmes he concluded that he was running way behind. The clock said 530 AM. 


  Reveille goes at 0530 – he knew that. He’s never been one to rest on the double rockers of his gunny chevrons. No, he’s a man of action.  It’s a given that he can be punctual and deliver the goods required. And for that he’s proud.


  This man of action buckled up, cranked the engine, burned the lights and spun the Good Years as fast as he could. He began his company guns mantra – this time while wide awake, “Gotta’ git da chow – gotta’ git da chow – chow – da chow.” 


  He belted out of Range 5, blazed down Garrisonville, approached the Onville gate, stopped and leapt from the vehicle. He was perplexed. The gate was locked but it should have been open by now.


  Still undeterred, he made his was to Interstate 95 and joined the flock of vehicles flying Northbound. He made it to the front gate and into the base and eventually to Camp Barrett. Again, he was dismayed. The mess hall doors were shut.


  





HOT MOS – Communications Officer











Page 4                                      Serving Alpha Company Marine Families                                  No. 4





Spouses’ Corner





  Formerly known as the (2502) Communications Officer or the (4002) Data Systems Officer this new MOS brought together the closely related technical fields. Communications Information Systems are the backbone for Command and Control of operating forces throughout the Marine Corps. This field requires a dedicated and talented individual who possesses the intellect to understand the rapidly changing, highly technical field of telecommunications and information systems.  


  As a Communication Information Systems Officer you have the advantage of being able to be assigned to any component of a MAGTF. Some of the billets that you can expect within a MEF during your first tour include Battalion Communication Information Systems Officer, Communications Platoon Commander, or an Information Systems Management Officer. Some of the subject areas of responsibility include the following: S-6 responsibilities, staff planning action & briefings, single channel radio, cryptographic hardware devices, multi-channel radio systems, command post configurations, basic computer operations, communications security responsibilities, electronic warfare, joint communications and Marine satellite systems.


  As a Communications Officer, you have the potential to be the central hub of your unit. The success of your unit’s mission could depend solely on command and control, and communications is an essential element of that command and control component. You will be on the leading edge of technology within the Marine Corps and as such, you will be looked upon to contribute to the direction of communications within the Corps.











Coffee Notes











Jacqueline Leckie  


  On Saturday, March 20, the spouses of Alpha Company gathered together at the Green Carpet Area of O’ Bannon Hall for their monthly coffee.  The coffee began with a guest speaker, Linn Sharpley, from Information and Referrals on Base.  She was a wealth of information for us wives and brought to our attention many of the services available to us on Base.  She informed us of the free Tax Center, the Relocation Office, and the many activities available to moms and their children, to name a few.  Linn gave the wives some valuable advice on how to make moves from base to base go more smoothly, what to expect from  a major move, and where we can seek help and information when arriving on a new base to make the transition easier on us and our families.  Linn provided us with brochures and handouts that we can file away for future use.  I would like to thank Linn Sharpley on behalf of the spouses of Alpha Company for taking time out on her Saturday morning to speak with us and provide us with some essential information that we will carry with us in our journey as military wives.


  Following Ms. Sharpley, Amanda Barker spoke with us about the calendar of events for the next two months.  April appears to be a very busy month for our Marines with two weeks in the field; they will certainly be exhausted!  Our next coffee is on Saturday, April 17.  We were asked to bring a flower pot and a brunch dish.  Hope to see you all there!


  I would like to send out a special thanks to all the spouses who volunteered to bring goodies to the Company Social.  Your time and effort in helping to make the Company Social a success is greatly appreciated!  








2502 officer on the attack.





Key Volunteer dates: April 13-15     9:00-11:30 p.m.


Call to register for Key Volunteer Training and to set up childcare


(703)784-1211.
































Quotes of the Month 


“Be polite, be professional, and have a plan to kill everyone you meet” 


-Maj. Bollinger's 3 rules for survival





“If you shut your eyes again I will snap kick you down the draw.”


-Capt. Beeman on sleeping during a debrief








CONGRATULATIONS!!!!


To Miss Karen Burckart and Captain Jeremy Brockmeier 


on their recent engagement














13 2nd Lt. Jeffrey Patterson


13 2nd Lt. Leon Tseng


16 2nd Lt. Patrick Kinser


28 2nd Lt  Robert Rogers


28 2nd Lt  Theresa Hornick


28 2nd Lt  Daniel Schwartz








April


02 2nd Lt. Richard Arbogast


02 2nd Lt. James Curley


03 2nd Lt. Andrew Broughton


07 2nd Lt. Charles Johnston


08 2nd Lt. Curtis Shreve


09 2nd Lt. Brandy Deever





ALPHA COMPANY BIRTHDAYS








� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.1stopfreeshop.com/images/bcitsagirl2.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���


Four baby girls joined our Marine Corps family this month!





Congratulations to Tara and Gregory Funk on the birth daughter!


Andie Lynne Funk


Born March 10, 2004


7 lbs. 8 oz., 19 inches





Congratulations to Rochelle and Jeremy Thornburg on the birth of their daughter!


Chloe Eloina Thornburg


Born March 12, 2004


          6 lbs. 14 oz., 19 ½ inches





Congratulations to Jenny and Richard Posselt on the birth of their daughter!


Isabella Marie Posselt


Born March 19, 2004


7lbs. 12 oz., 19 ½ inches





Congratulations to Molly and Charles Johnston on the birth of their daughter!


Samantha Grace Johnston


Born March 23, 2004


8 lbs. 6 oz., 19 inches
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2nd Platoon meets with Deputy Sec. NSC Jim Wilkinson,
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� EMBED PBrush  ���





  Alpha Company lieutenants took a break from the hectic training schedule March 12. The staff platoon commanders (SPCs) planned individual trips for their Marines.


  Some went on battlefield tours, others went to the assembly plant for the new Expeditionary Fighting Vehicle. Second Platoon, however, went to Washington D.C. for a rare opportunity to meet national policy makers and see the sites.


  The day started with a large caravan of vehicles heading north to the capitol area. Marines from 2nd platoon had tours of various Pentagon corridors, as well as time to visit the 9-11 tributes. After the tours and a break for chow, the platoon was led to the Pentagon’s central courtyard. There, they met Lt. Gen. Jan Huly, deputy commandant, Plans, Policies and Operations. 


  Lieutenant Gen. Huly passed on some leadership lessons to the platoon. The general squinted as he imparted one of the most poignant lessons that sunny afternoon. Never talk to your Marines with them looking into the sun, he said, it keeps their minds off of what you’re saying. He added that he felt the company grade years were some of the best in an officer’s career due to the hands-on opportunities directly influencing the well being of individual 














 L.I.N.K.S


 703-784-1211


 Family Services


 703-640-2650/ 2659





�


Child Development


703-784-2716/ 4470


TRICARE


1-888-999-5195


Larson Gym


703-784-2003


D.E.E.R.S


703-784-2758/ 2759


Mainside Medical Clinic


703-784-2251


Military Police


703-784-2251


Main Exchange


703-640-8800


TBS Exchange


703-640-8819


Commissary


703-784-2233


Officer of the Day


703-784-5206/5207


Chaplain


703-784-5200














Marines.


  Additionally, the general talked about the continuing opportunities in the Global War On Terror, adding that planning has begun for operations years from now in this fight.


  After leaving the Pentagon, 2nd platoon did some individual sight seeing and then rendezvoused on the steps of the Lincoln Memorial. From there they headed to the Executive Building next to the White House.


  There, the platoon would have the privilege of meeting and speaking with one other policy maker that day. Second Platoon had the honor of meeting with one of President George W. Bush’s advisors, Mr. Jim Wilkinson, deputy national security advisor for communications. Wilkinson gave some advice on what to work on to become better leaders. One suggestion he gave to the platoon was to read as much as possible. After hearing him speak about his normal routine with the Executive Branch, he entertained questions.


  Later that evening, 2nd Platoon members sat down to dinner at The Old Ebitt Grill in downtown D.C. The lieutenants ate well and enjoyed engaging conversation away from a military environment.


  All in all, most agree it was an awesome day.








Top 10 Reasons We Love Patrolling


10.  Walking in circles for two hours in the dark trying to find an LZ.





9.  Ambushing your AI by mistake.





8.  Being ambushed by the same squad four times.





7.  Realizing that you’re missing a Marine as the helo sets down.





6.  Executing your prisoners after an ambush.





5.  Initiating your ambush with a *click* followed by a frantic “Open Fire!”





4.  Switching to your alternate route and realizing you don’t know how to find it.





3.  Initiating your ambush after the enemy has already walked by you.





2.  MREs still taste good.





1.  Donating your soft cover to the woods of Quantico.





Top Officials Share Leadership Insight








2nd Lt. Elder


Second Platoon
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Alpha Co. on 12 mile conditioning hike





SPC Day and the 12- Mile Conditioning Hike








4th Platoon outside capital building with Congressman Wilson, SC





2nd Platoon Marines reflect at the Vietnam Memorial





4th platoon on “Washboard Run” trail





Capt. Steel instructs 5th platoon Lt.





4th Platoon members down canteens after 12 mile hike





Patrolling





Lt. Booth radios higher





4th platoon 2nd squad on patrol with James Webb (former Secretary of the Navy and author of Fields of Fire and Rules of Engagement)





Terrain model used to rehearse patrols
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Major Ebitz laughs with Lt. Berner at the finish line of the endurance course.





Obstacle Course, Endurance Course, and Ground Fighting








Last obstacle of endurance course





Capt. Allen shows how to process an EPW/KIA





Lt. Price and Chisolm on the “Double O” course





4th platoon ground fighting
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Lt. Altieri mans the SAW





Lt. Brown after the “turkey shoot” of Capt. Allen’s 4th platoon





Lt. Elder after a long day





FEX II: Platoon in the “O” and “D”








4th platoon battles a brush fire





2nd platoon 3rd squad preps for helo insertion





6th Platoon Lt. digging in a skirmishers trench
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JACKASS from page 3�





 


located in vic of 5th Platoon. he was last seen wearing the same cammies since zero week.  His cover makes you wonder if wabbit hunting season has open. His partner in crime, who we’re sure you are all quite familiar with. His dashing good looks and his California sunshine smile often makes his aunt wonder why can’t my boy look like that.    


  Lt. Morris is the only Marine in TBS history to fail Wednesday’s mock inspection – 25 times - in a row.  We realize that we may have been a bit harsh on Lt. Morris but it’s not really his fault, after all his roommate Lt. Kinser makes him low crawl to class everyday and Lt. Groffesema has to keep his playboy good looks therefore he hogs up the iron and uses up all of the “square me away” spray starch.  
























































  














We know what you’re all thinking:  “how can my sister or girlfriend I’ve left at home when I deploy (‘cause raise your hand if you think you’re not going to Iraq in a week) meet such a catch as handsome as Lt Groffesema?” Who, according to his revealing personal ad on Yahoo, is self described as “clever, quick-witted, goofy, and the life of the party.” All it takes is a little luck and the internet, and she can locate the catch of her life.


  That’s why our buddy team Lt.’s Groffesema and Morris were also nominated Jackass of the week.


  Not to be outdone, Lt. Gagliardi provided the following nomination for Jackass of the Week this past Friday.


  Since 1st Platoon is so locked on and didn’t make ANY mistakes during FEX II it was put on me to nominate a jackass of the week. We definitely didn’t have any Lieutenants brief an order involving “centers of vulnerability” nor have any stuttering imbeciles who, and I 


won’t call you out in front of the company Lt. Budenz so you’re safe, think that their ticket to a good tactical eval
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and chance to finally get off the short bus lies in their magic 5 paragraph order book from scholar-rip-off.   Rather than sellout one of my fellow warriors for something not “ass worthy” or have the humiliation and shame of the “’ass beads”…get it? …in our hallway I’d like to go ahead nominate my E-tool as our jackass of the week. 


  I’ll be honest…digging those fighting holes with that half-ass excuse for a digging apparatus was more difficult than trying to get Lt. Uyeda to successfully complete a full TBS POI. 


  And for those 3 platoons that were in the offense the first day and made those nice campfires that night, come see me afterwards, I have some blood blisters on my hands I’m gonna pop in your eyeballs, I hope the smores were gooey. After hacking away at root after root while trying to dig through the hard clay with that black chunk of metal more useless than Lt. White trying to find her way from one giant, impossible to miss linear terrain feature lined with 15 boxes at night (I will execute the hand-and-arm signal for Lt. White’s night land score), I realized that I was getting paid for this and I just couldn’t believe it. 


  I know that the recruiting commercials I saw growing up didn’t have a motivated Marine say…slaying a flaming dragon over a pit of fire…or climbing a shear cliff face one handed…they had a young, brave lieutenant doubled over in a muddy hole in the ground scraping away earth a teaspoon at a time. We have the opportunity to have a Marine General Officer come speak to us at our Mess Night who is known for having killed the enemy with his E-tool…I know every that time piece of trash is in my hands I’d love to kill something too.  


  Overall, ladies and first platoon, MOS selection is in sight and not too soon after, the end of the POI (Uyeda, third time’s the charm buddy). Just remember this nomination the next time you get ready to dig, grasp that cold, rock-hard, steel in your hands…calm down Lt. Jones, I’m talking about an E-tool, and start maiming mother earth one 3 inch by 3 inch chunk at a time. 


  For displaying absolute uselessness, total inability to accomplish its mission, and for bringing constant pain and frustration upon all who encounter it, I nominate Lt. Woodward, I mean my E-tool for jackass of the week.


 








The Scarlet Pimpernel








END OF AN ERA!!!


SENIOR IMPERIAL BATTLE FROG PILOT AND FEARLESS LEADER OF ALPHA COMPANY ANNOUCES EARLY RETIREMENT
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Rare photo taken in 1989 of Maj. Ebitz moments before he tore off the creatures head




















  When asked what he will do with himself upon crossing over to the other side, Maj. Ebitz excitedly explained his plans for the future.  “Since a young boy I’ve always wanted to do two things in my life, (1) to fly the frog, and (2) to become owner and operator of my very own Alligator wrestling farm”.  


  Yes indeed, the flames of this life long dream were fanned even higher upon his noteworthy academic career at The University of Florida.  It was back at UF where then Freshmen Curtis V. Ebitz, in a brave attempt to win the hearts and minds of some onlooking cheerleaders, wrestled the largest alligator anyone had seen in modern Gainesville, Florida history.  





  


  In an unexpected turn of events, Curtis V. Ebitz, Major, U. S. Marine Corps, has announced that he will be retiring at the end of Alpha Company’s period of instruction.  Maj. Ebitz, whose career spans more than a decade of dedicated service to country and corps, will enter the unchartered waters of civilian life after June 11, 2004.  


  For many years Maj. Ebitz dazzled his fellow Marines with an unparalleled flying skill and extremely fast humping pace.  Many of the instructors at The Basic School have flown with our Commanding Officer and all admit that he is pretty ‘ok’ behind the wheel of that flying dinosaur – not a single crash that they know of to date.  There will be scant a dry eye in the Imperial Battle Frog community when one of their most distinguished warriors hangs up the old flight suit.    





  In a show of brute strength, agility, and guile, Freshmen Ebitz tossed a small furry puppy in front of the gator to distract it and, while the beast snacked on the unsuspecting canine, our fearless leader leapt like a frog on to the reptile’s back.  After a long and hotly contested bout, Freshmen Ebitz emerged the victor when, in a fit of rage, he head locked the animal and gator rolled its teeth laden skull ripping it clean off it’s lifeless corpse. 


 �


  Notwithstanding the feat of a lifetime, feeding a puppy to an 18 ft. alligator and tearing the gator’s head off ironically did not win Freshmen Ebitz any UF Cheerleaders.  They were last seen running from the scene screaming and crying.  Nonetheless, Maj. Ebitz proved to himself that day that he had what it takes to go toe to toe with a full grown Florida Alligator.  This proof is still with him today on display in his office, obnoxiously occupying the better part of a coffee table in front of his desk.


  As luck would have it, an old alligator farm back in Gainesville, Florida was just recently put on the trading blocks and Maj. Ebitz pulled the trigger and purchased the property. The property is currently undergoing renovations to include the addition of a small stadium styled after the Coliseum in Rome complete with a press box for ESPN radio which has agreed in principle to air all of Maj. Ebitz’ prime time wrestling events.  


  Sir, thank for your guidance and all of the great training.  Best of luck with your new career, Sir! 
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