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April 12, 2004

Dear Spouses of Company C,

Welcome to Charlie Company and The Basic School!  For you and your Marine spouse, Quantico is either a new duty station or your first experience in the Marine Corps.  Let me assure you that you are not alone.  You and your spouse are beginning an exciting journey as a Marine family, and as a part of the extended Marine Corps family.  This journey may last a few years or may span a 20 to 30 year career.  Regardless, the experience of The Basic School and the friendships that you and your spouse develop here will be long remembered. 

The Basic School is an extremely challenging course and much is expected of your spouse here: rigorous physical training, extensive academic study, and continuous development of personal leadership and decision-making skills in order to lead Marines in combat.  The hours are long: the training days start early, and often extend into the evenings and overnight for field training.  Weekends are normally not used for official training, however, many students will be required to practice skills such as Land Navigation on Saturdays in order to pass the course.  A significant events calendar is attached that should help you plan for days and weeks that will be more demanding for your spouse.

Like any successful relationship, a successful Marine family requires teamwork.  You can be an integral part of your spouse’s success by maintaining interest in his or her activities and providing continued support throughout the coming months.  I will ensure your spouse keeps you informed of the progression of training and upcoming events.  There will be several events especially for spouses and families, and I encourage you to participate as often as you are able. 

My wife, Kate, and the other spouses of the Charlie Company staff will setup informal opportunities for camaraderie and to learn about life in the Marine Corps.  The details of these events will be published in our monthly newsletter.  A copy of the newsletter will be sent to your home address, but it can also be viewed on our company web site, located at www.tbs.usmc.mil. Click the “FOLLOW ME” button, then the “Officer Courses” link, and finally, the “Charlie” link.

I hope you and your spouse are as excited about the next six months as Kate and I.  We look forward to meeting you in the days ahead.  Again, I welcome you to Charlie Company and wish your family an enjoyable and memorable experience at The Basic School.








Sincerely,








Michael J. Foley, Jr.








Major, USMC








Commanding Officer
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