[image: image1.wmf]   The Echo Company website is up and working.  Simply go to the TBS website at https://www.tbs.usmc.mil/ then click on ‘Officer Courses’, then ‘Echo’.  There are, or soon will be, pictures of your Lieutenants, an estimated schedule to help with planning, and the most current newsletters.
From the CO

Dear Family and Friends of Echo Company,

Your lieutenants have been working hard as we add more training requirements to their agenda.  You have probably heard stories of fierce beavers hiding the land navigation boxes, or trees that attack lieutenants at night.  We have a lot more land navigation to go, which may mean more Saturday remedial training, however, I am confident that all our lieutenants will crack the code to this and successfully pass.  Everyone got a chance to train with live M203 grenades, hand grenades, and C-4 explosives in mid September.  There were many loud explosions on that day!  They also got a chance to shoot their rifles at night, while wearing the night vision goggles and utilizing aiming lasers.  I think that the most enjoyed evolution however, was the squad live fire and maneuver, which we conducted at range 5.  All of the lieutenants seem to have a much greater appreciation and respect for what it takes to be a Marine as well as having developed some confidence in their abilities and the abilities of their peers.  

Echo Company conducted its 10-mile conditioning hike down at the Spotsylvania National Military Park.  This was the site of a Civil War battle in May of 1864.  We were able to enjoy an historic tour while conducting our hike.  Due to adverse weather produced by the remnants of hurricane Jeanne, our 12-mile hike was postponed.  I think I speak for everyone in the company when I say that I’m glad we did not hike during the torrential storm that was upon us at the time.  

Currently your lieutenants are learning about patrolling.  We will be conducting both daytime and nighttime patrols throughout the first week in October just prior to enjoying the Columbus Day holiday.  Upon returning, your Marines will receive detailed instruction on machine gun employment and application with plenty of hands-on training in the field.  We will step off on our 15-mile conditioning hike at the Chancellorsville battlefield on 20 October.  I know Echo Company will finish strong with this being our last conditioning hike.  At the end of the month we will conduct our Field Exercise II.  This evolution will take us up to the platoon level of training vice squad level.  The lieutenants will be challenged with platoon level tactics and leadership.  Finally, to wrap up the month, we are going to have a Halloween Party for all to attend.  Children are welcome guests in this event, as we will have many activities for them to participate in.  More detailed information will be sent out via mail as well as be passed through your lieutenants.

To date, there has been only positive feedback on the performance of Echo Company.  It has included the spouses, the Marine’s academics, field skills, and conduct in general.  I ask that you continue to provide moral support to your lieutenants as they crest the halfway point of their training.  I invite you all to visit our website for company information or just to view pictures of company training.  I am proud and continue to be honored to be the Commander of such a fine and spirited organization.  

Sincerely,

Thomas P. Mitalski

Spouses Corner
Hello everyone!

I hope, that as you read this letter, you are all doing well.  To our wives out of state... Thank you for being strong, taking care of the children, home, job and stress while your Lieutenants are becoming great Marine Officers.  (This applies to you here in Quantico as well)  Hang in there, only 3 1/2 months to go.  September flew by.  The weeklong WFEX (field exercise) went well for your Marines.  Upon their return, the Lieutenants had an 80's Theme Night.  What a blast!  Most people dressed up and it was a much-needed fun end to the long week.  There was a costume contest and 80's Music.  The Lieutenants had a shout out on the deck that was quite entertaining.  Thank you to the Lieutenants who organized it - Great Job!!!!   I hope you all received the pictures I sent out - if any of your Lieutenants want them, send me an e-mail and I will be happy to pass them on.  The camaraderie is evident amongst the Lieutenants now as they continue through TBS and their goal of Graduation.  For the month of October we have the Spouses Coffee, Oct. 12, 6:30 pm at the Green Carpet Area.  The topic is Military/Social Etiquette hosted by Laura Douglas.  Please come join us!  We are definitely looking forward to the Lieutenants Halloween Party for FAMILIES, this includes children!!  More info to follow.  Maria Gaskell and I are planning Updo's/Nails for the Marine Corps Ball, at discounted prices.  More info to follow on this as well.  
BE SURE YOU CHECK YOUR E-MAIL ACCOUNTS as info is passed on.  The Marine Corps Ball is Nov. 6, 6:00 at the Richmond Marriott.  You need to make your reservations ASAP, as there are only so many rooms allotted to TBS.  To our out of town spouses, we are all looking forward to meeting you!    If you are still interested in L.I.N.K.S. and Key Volunteer classes, call (703) 784-2687.  These classes are useful for your future life as a Marine Corps Spouse.  Thank you to all our Marines and Spouses for supporting each other.  With the holidays approaching, times can be stressful as well as joyful.  Try not to over extend yourselves on spending, be financially wise.  Remember I am only a phone call or e-mail away if there is anything I can do for you.  This goes for all you Lieutenants as well.  Have a great October!

Angela Mitalski

echonews@adelphia.net

(540) 288-2566

Stories from the Field

Which Direction Now, Lieutenant?

At the beginning of September, the students of Echo Company set sail on a journey.  For some, there were new experiences and lessons learned along the route.  Meanwhile, others were quite familiar with the course upon which the company was headed.  The expedition to which I am speaking was that of land navigation.

The Period of Instruction (POI) for land navigation began with classroom instruction.  At this point, the seas looked fairly clear for most people and few had any problems with the written examination.  However, the skies became somewhat gloomy along the routes of a few people when the practical application portion of the exercise commenced.  The initial day land navigation exercise in TA-5 went off without any major catastrophes, but quite a few lieutenants did feel more confused than when they first started.  The real trouble came when the “perfect storm” hit our battle dinghies during the initial night land navigation exercise.  A large number of Marines encountered serious white caps that threw them off course.  Others came upon insurmountable swells.  Although numerous injuries and stories were noteworthy, one individual’s trek specifically addresses the problems that can occur when a young lieutenant is sent into the night with nothing but his or her knowledge and a compass.  The lieutenant, who shall remain nameless, found herself with a compass that was supposedly “stuck”.  Not realizing that it was “stuck,” she continued to follow the compass.  No one knows how many circles this lieutenant made while disoriented; however, her drive to push on despite the fact that she fell into the neck deep water of Aquia Creek, which was the southern most boundary of our area of operation, speaks highly of her tenacity.  She continued to drive forward and found herself in the Onville Road area.  This journey, which is sure to become a part of TBS lore, came to an end when she awoke some civilians and used their phone to call the Officer of the Day, and had an SPC come to retrieve her.  

The land navigation experience continued with the second and third sections.  Many more lieutenants found themselves confused during this part of the POI.  Not to worry though because TBS will always allow us to come in on Saturday to hone our skills. 

2ndLt Cathey

1st Plt

Echo Company Makes a Bang


September 13th and 14th Echo Company took part in an engineering and individual weapons field exercise.  The company went to Murhpy’s Demo Range where they worked with primed charges, Bangalore torpedoes, and other goodies.  Each Lieutenant received one pound of TNT and one pound of C-4 explosive as well as time delay fuse and blasting caps.  They then prepared these to be detonated simultaneously with the rest of the company.  Once everyone was safely located behind the bunker complex the different explosives were set off.  It was definitely a bang of a good day.  The individual weapons field exercise was equally exciting.  The Marines got hands on experience with the AT-4 anti-tank weapon as well as the M203 grenade launcher, and hand grenades.  Each Marine had the opportunity to fire practice rounds and a high explosive (HE) round from the M203.  After that they threw practice grenades and one fragmentary grenade.  These two field exercises not only taught Echo Company a great deal, but it also afforded them the opportunity to have a good time – what could be better than shooting things, breaking things, and blowing things up?

2ndLt Thompson

3rd Plt

FEX I: A Walk in the Woods

From September 20-23, Echo Company was out in the “highlands of Quantico” for Field Exercise (FEX) 1.  Each day of the exercise had a different focus, and by the time Thursday was finally over, everyone in the company had learned something (or a lot of somethings!) new.


FEX 1 served to teach us how to be squad leaders during offensive and defensive attacks.  It also exposed us to what it is like to execute each of these types of maneuvers.  For many of us, it was the first time we had issued an order and led people through an attack.  A majority of us had the opportunity to serve as a squad leader for an offensive or defensive operation, which was integral to our training here at The Basic School because it was the crawl portion of the “crawl, walk, run” method.  Not only did we gain experience on what (or perhaps more importantly, what not) to do, we got to lead.  Leading is what all of us are chomping at the bit to do, and FEX 1 allowed us that chance.


Besides squad assaults, we were also exposed to fire support measures.  Everyone was afforded the chance to practice calling for artillery or mortar fire, which is a very handy skill when in a tight spot.  Second, Fourth, and Sixth Platoons were blessed with the chance to see Close Air Support (CAS) in action.  We also were able to talk to mortarmen, which was great because they educated us about their weapon systems and talked to us a little bit about their time in Iraq.


Another great thing that we got to do was practice assaults on R-5, a live fire range.  Each squad got to rush in buddy pairs for 300 meters, up and down little hills and past demolition pits that simulated incoming mortar rounds.  Before performing our live fire assaults, we had one dry run and lots of pre-game warming up.  People in 3rd squad from 5th and 6th platoons had the most fun on the range because they were the last squads of the day.  Why was it good to be last?  Considering that each of these squads got to use up everyone else’s leftover ammunition during their own attacks as well as their own generous allotment of ammunition, it was good to be last.  Watching either of these squads during the night live fire assaults was like “watching a fireworks show,” according to 2ndLts James Colvin and Ryan Kelly from Fifth Platoon.  Of course, they were providing the show, so of course they had the most fun.


All in all, FEX I was a great evolution.  It was a great practical application that tied together everything that we have learned in the classroom for the past few weeks.  Gaining experience is crucial to officers, and FEX I allowed us to do just that.

2ndLt Swanson

5th Plt

Marine Jargon

       In each edition of the Newsletter we will try to bring to life the language of the Corps.  Each month we will provide definitions for “Marine Speak” to help you understand what your spouse might be trying to say!  If you have a special inquiry, please, give the Family Readiness Officer a call and let us know.  We will try to get that definition out in the next newsletter.

“In the field” This is really quite general meaning nothing more than we will be going out of doors and away from the main facilities.  Usually we are heading into the woods.

“Qual”  A shortened form of “qualify.”  Most generally utilized in reference to qualifying on the rifle and pistol ranges.

“NBC”  Not to be confused with National Broadcasting Corporation this use of NBC means “nuclear, biological, and chemical.”  At TBS this most often refers to CS gas and the run through the gas chamber.  You will already have heard about that delight!

“FEX”  Field Exercise.  At TBS they come in a variety of shapes and sizes and at times will have letters that modify the meaning.  Don’t forget to ask your spouse what you need to know.

“STEX”  One of the more simple learning tools available at TBS is the sand table.  Here the Lt’s get a feeling for terrain and tactics with a “bird’s eye view.”  A STEX is a Sand Table EXercise and you will hear the Lt’s speaking of working with toy soldiers.  That is not a joke.

“Gouge” Information, knowledge, and a sort of catch all for things that will help you in the knowledge area.

Birthdays and Anniversaries

October Birthday's and Anniversaries
Birthdays:

Jeremiah Grimsley will be 6, Tabitha Moreno will be 3, Braelynn Durney will be 13, Savannah Osufsen will be 1and Riley Osufsen will be 3!!

Amber Mireles, Laura Moore, 2nd Lt. Miguel Moreno, 2nd Lt. Pascal Gonzalez and Trisha Thompson.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO EVERYONE!!!!

Congratulations to Capt. Jeremy Brockmeier and Capt. Karen Burckart, who will be getting married on October 9th!

Up Coming Events

Oct 5 & 6:  Night Patrolling   Another late night, usually until after midnight.

Oct. 8th 1200 –12th 1200:  Columbus Day 96

Oct 12:  Spouses Coffee
Oct 20:  15 Mile Hike
Oct 22: Company Halloween Party.

Oct 25-26: FEX II  The students will be practicing their tactics and skills at the platoon level, working in the Offense, and the Defense.

Nov 1-5: FEX III  The students will be trying to perfect their platoon tactics, but this time we have added heavy machine guns and some more complications.

Nov 6:  Marine Corps Ball in Richmond Virginia.

Nov 11-14: Veteran’s Day 96

Nov 25-28: Thanksgiving 96
More information can be found at www.tbs.usmc.mil along with training photos and company staff biographies.
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ECHO COMPANY STAFF

Commanding Officer

Major Thomas Mitalski

(H) 910-381-6955

(W) 703-784-5501

Executive Officer

Capt Jeremy Brockmeier

(H) 703-820-1337

(W) 703-784-5501

Family Readiness Officer

1st Platoon Commander

Capt Ryan Hansen

(H) 571-224-6235

(W) 703-784-5501
2nd Platoon Commander

Capt Mainz, Marcus J.

(H) 540-659-6246

(W) 703-784-5501

3rd Platoon Commander

Capt Douglas, Craig T.

(H) 540-786-8528

(W) 703-432-6381

4th Platoon Commander

Capt Robinson, Jacob Q.

(H) 703-489-5722

(W) 703-784-5501

5th Platoon Commander

Capt Steele, Christopher T.

(H) 540-710-1096

(W) 703-784-5501

6th Platoon Commander

Capt Gaskell, Daniel J.

703-244-7156

(W) 703-784-5501

Company Gunnery Sergeant
GySgt Statia

(H) 703-765-5192
(W) 703-784-5501

ORGANIZATION INFORMATION

L.I.N.K.S. - 784-1211

Spouse Employment Assistance Program - 784-2511

Family Housing 784-2711

Traffic Management Office - 784-2831

Family/Individual Counseling Center - 784-2659

American Red Cross - 784-3113/3167

Legal Assistance Section - 784-3122/3

Key Volunteers 784-2399

New Parent Support Group - 784-4248

Family/Personal Service Center - 784-2650

Navy and Marine Corps Relief Society - 784-3355

TRICARE - 1-888-999-5195
Child Development - 703-784-2716

Larson Gym - 703-784-3780

D.E.E.R.S. - 703-784-2758

Mainside Medical Clinic - 703-784-1699

Military Police - 703-640-8800

Main Exchange - 703-640-8819

Commissary - 703-784-2233
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