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Introduction


The use of fire support, both direct and indirect, has been an integral part of warfare throughout the course of history.  Whether it has been mortars, artillery, naval surface fires, heavy machine guns or aircraft, ground combat commanders have relied on various means of supporting arms to assist in their schemes of maneuver.  Understanding the capabilities, limitations, and means of requesting supporting arms is only a small part of the overall infantry equation.  The larger task at hand is the successful planning and coordination of these assets in order to develop a framework of suppression, neutralization and destruction that maximizes the support of the ground commander without harming friendly personnel and equipment.


Today's battlefield is larger, more dispersed, and much more lethal than those of past ages.  The idea of "if you can be seen or heard, you can be destroyed" rings truer with each passing day.  Ground commanders who lack the ability to plan, coordinate, and employ supporting arms risk the destruction of their Marines.  Conversely, the commander who can effectively utilize fire support to complement a scheme of maneuver can not only gain and maintain the initiative over the enemy, they can do so with fewer risks to their Marines.


Fire support exists to support the ground commander’s scheme of maneuver.  The functions of this fire support are that it must be: accurate, timely, responsive, have the ability to move, and communicate.  At a minimum, it must have the ability to suppress a target – neutralization and destruction are normally not applicable at our level due to a lack of ammunition and competing priorities.  Used by itself, without the integration of maneuver, it does not lead to decisive results.  However, when used in conjunction with maneuver it can complement and support a unit, reinforce the effects of another activity, create opportunity, extend maneuver, and cause a desired enemy action.  Realize that the integration of multiple assets combined with maneuver has a synergistic effect – the whole is greater than the sum of its parts.

Purpose


The purpose of the Fire Support package at IOC is to provide information to the future rifle and weapons platoon commanders about the techniques and procedures used to create and execute a fire support plan.  Using a historical backdrop, you will be educated on the tasking and employment of various fire support assets.  This instruction runs throughout the POI, and is one of the IOC horizontal themes.  Fire support will be emphasized in every TEWT, STEX, FEX and FFEX with the end result being a student who can properly plan, execute, and supervise the use of fire support assets in support of a ground scheme of maneuver.

You will in no way become proficient at this skill but the practical application required of you will provide a good familiarization for building an experience base you can improve upon.  The fire support classes and practical application sessions when combined with the weapons employment instruction are crucial to your understanding of how to fight your platoon.

Fire Support Training & Education: The training and education is broken down into six phases.  

Phase I.      
Fire Support Planning and Coordination Class (2 hours)

Phase II.  
Fire Support Round Robin (Fire Support Forms & Fire Support Team Skills) (2 hours) 

Phase III.
FSCEX I (Focus on the basics of tasking and employing the Fire Support Team)(3 hours) 

Phase IV.
FSCEX II (FST and Development of a Fire Support Plan) (3 hours)

Phase V.

Weapons Platoon Live Fire  (Live fire integration of fire support assets) (2 days)

Phase VI.
TDM V (FST, FSCC operations in a tactical scenario) (4 hours)

References:  

FMFM 6-18
Fire Support Planning and Coordination


B0800T

Fire Support Programmed Text (Sept 97)

Quad Div Fire Support Plan

Reading Requirements: This package is a horizontal theme that runs throughout the course in the form of classes, tactical decision making exercises, fire support coordination exercises, field exercises, and field firing exercises.  It is suggested that the student read as much as possible prior to starting IOC. 

I0106 Fire Support Planning and Coordination Class

Complete
Fire Support Programmed Text



Review
FMFM 6-18 (Ch2, section 2003; Ch3, all; Ch4, sections 4301, 4306; Ch5, all; Appendix D, Appendix E, Appendix H)

I0208 Fire Support Round Robin

Review

All previous instruction

I0209/I0205/I0016 FSCEX I, II, and TDM V

Review

FMFM 6-18, FST Battle Drill, All previous instruction

 

Recommended Books:

Firepower in Limited War.  Scales 

The Easter Offensive.  Turley

