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Introduction:   The study of the “enemy” is critical in the preparation for any type of conflict.  A working knowledge of his doctrine, weapon systems, and equipment is essential for success on the battlefield.  The breakup of the Soviet Union in the early 1990s has significantly contributed to the widespread dissemination of Soviet doctrine, arms, and equipment to potential new threats throughout the world.  Furthermore, many of these potential enemies are finding new and innovative ways to employ and utilize these assets in both conventional and unconventional warfare.


It is essential that the infantry platoon commander has a working understanding of potential threats and the capabilities and limitations that these threats bring to the battlefield.

Purpose: The intent of this class is to expose the student to some of the weapons and equipment, which he might face on the battlefield.  The class will focus on former Soviet-bloc tactics and techniques, small arms and ground combat organization, anti-armor weapons, armor and motorized assets, anti-air assets, air assets, and indirect fire capabilities.  This material is presented in a lecture/discussion format; additionally, it is a student taught class.  Use of real foreign small arms weapons from the armory will compliment this class, as will multimedia presentation.  Reinforcement of this class will take place in the form of graded combat orders, tactical decision games, tactical decision making exercises, fire support exercises, and field operations throughout the IOC course of instruction.  Additionally, an Area Threat Brief by the Marine Corps Intelligence Activity (MCIA) will occur later in the POI.  This two-hour presentation  is a  SECRET clearance brief  focusing on current threats.  The exposure in this brief is two-fold: 1) The student gets a real intelligence brief from professional intelligence analysts; and  2) He receives a limited exposure to the capabilities which MCIA can provide to FMF units.
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