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Introduction:  From the hamlets of Vietnam to the shanty towns of Somalia, Marine forces have been tasked and will continue to be tasked with searching individual residences or entire cities for weapons, food, supplies, or personnel.  Regardless of the perceived level of permissiveness of the host nation, force protection remains a high priority.  Therefore, before any search can be safely conducted, Marines will have to cordon off the area to prevent enemy forces from escaping the search or from attacking the search force from the outside.  This cordon and the resultant search requires a high degree of coordination, planning, and situational awareness by all involved.  Any errors in coordination could result in the unnecessary injury or death of Marines or civilians.  As for the latter, the news media is ever present and will be sure to broadcast your mistakes to the rest of the world.

Purpose:  As the Marine Corps transitions to the 21st century, its focus will continue to be on fighting the "3 Block War" within developing nations along the littorals.  Within the spectrum of conflict, Marines will be faced with an urban environment that must be searched in order to ensure protection of our forces and accomplishment of the mission.  It is imperative that all platoon commanders understand the complexities of this operation and are able to apply the various techniques within whatever environment they find themselves.

Cordon and Search Training & Education:  The training and education  is broken down into two phases.  

Phase I.      
Cordon and Search Class (1.5 hours)

Phase II.

Field Exercise Practical Application 

References:  

FMFM 8-2

Counterinsurgency Operations

FMFRP 12-25

The Guerilla and How to Fight Him

FMFRP 12-41

Professional Knowledge from Operational Experience in Vietnam, 1967.

Infantry in Vietnam.
Garland

A Historical Perspective on Light Infantry.  McMichael

Reading Requirements:  This covers 1 day in the IOC schedule.  It is suggested that the student read as much as possible the week prior to the class.  

Day 1

Review 

Student Handout



"Mainstreet" article



"A Cordon and Search in Somalia" article

Recommended Books:

Street Without Joy.  Fall

The Village.  West

Guerilla Strategies.  Chaliand

