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Introduction:  Cities have traditionally been viewed by military planners as "centers of gravity". Cities are population centers, seats of government, religious centers, sources of wealth, and key centers for telecommunications and transportation.  The rapid and unchecked urbanization in many parts of the world will increase the political and military significance of cities.  By their nature as focal points of population, commerce, and government, cities are likely points of conflict between US national interests and those interests of foreign state and non-state entities.  In the post ,modern world cities have proven to be the focus of US military intervention.  


The future vision of urban operations is best characterized by Commandant General Krulak  

as a "3 Block War."  He argues that when Marines deploy into urban areas today and the future, they will need flexibility to meet a wide range of crisis.  In one city block, a Marine will provide food, care, and comfort for an emaciated person- much like the early days of Somalia operations.  In the next block, you may see this Marine separating two warring tribes or groups.   Then, in a third city block, this same Marine will engage in intense house-to-house fighting against hostile forces.  Leaders at all levels, more specifically small unit leaders- you the lieutenant -must have the education and skills required to operate in such a ever changing and complex environment.  Urban operations any where on the spectrum of conflict are very complex and require leaders to be innovative, aggressive and adaptive.    

Purpose: Operating in an urban environment poses significant challenges at all levels.   The purpose of the MOUT  package at IOC is two fold: 1) to reinforce basic technical knowledge and experience from the Basic Officer Course, 2) build  an educational foundation with a focus the skills and knowledge necessary to plan and execute company level offensive, defensive operations on urbanized terrain across the spectrum of conflict.    

MOUT Training & Education:  The week of training and education  is broken down into five phases.  

Phase I.      
Basic Course training.  (MOUT, RAS, Urban package)

Phase II.  
Individual/team technical training.

Phase III.
Classroom lecture & discussion / TDM on urban terrain board.



Offensive Planning & execution  (day / night)

Phase IV.
Defensive Planning & execution  (day / night)

Phase V.

OOTW Planning & execution  ( 24 hour continuous operation)
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Reading Requirements: This covers five consecutive days in the IOC schedule.  It is suggested that the student read much of this information the week prior to the training week.  

Day 1

Review 
BOC MOUT Student Handout

Day 2

Read

"A Company Commander Remembers the Battle of Hue"  LtGeneral Christmas (Ret.)

Read

"Lessons in Urban Combat: Grozny, New Year's Eve, 1994"  Adam Geibel

Review
"Ten Commandments of Urban Warfare"  Tactical Notebook April 1992. 

Review
Urban Warfare: Lessons Learned.  MCIA -1586-001-97  March 1997. 

Read

Pages 2-1 to 2-7  Offensive planning.  MCWP 3-35.3

Day 3

Read

Pages 3-36 to 3-40 Defensive planning.  MCWP 3-35.3

Day 4-5

Review
Civil-Military Relations: Commanders Guide.  4th Civil Affairs Group.

Review
BOC Urban Patrolling & OOTW Student Handouts.    

Recommended Books:

Fire in the Streets.  Hammel

BlackHawk Down:  A Story of Modern War.  Bowden.

