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Introduction: Your exposure to Strongpoint operations at IOC will consist of a 31/2 hours of instruction followed by a two-hour TEWT exercise.  During the IOC war you will participate in an attack on a strongpoint IOT apply the instruction you leaned during the class and TEWT. 

Purpose: To provide a familiarization of Strongpoint operations at the Company, Platoon, squad, and small unit level. The Strongpoint package will be a mix of training and education that should allow you to answer the following.

1. What are the characteristics of a strongpoint?

2. How does a strongpoint defense differ from a linear defense?

3. How do I find a weakness (flank) in the strongpoint to exploit it?

4. What should I consider when planning to use a support by fire position IOT support an attack on a strongpoint, how do I control the fires?

5. How should I task organize a Platoon in preparation for a attack on a strongpoint?

6. What are different historical examples of a strongpoint?

7. What information do you need from a recon patrol IOT support an attack on a strongpoint?

8. How do I use combined arms to create a tactical dilemma for the enemy in an attack on a strongpoint?

9. Why would I attack a strongpoint, can you bypass it?

10. What training do I need to conduct with my unit IOT attack a strongpoint?

Student Requirements:  

1. Read Student handout (including the background article attached) prior to class

2. Note any questions you have from reading student handout
3. Participate in class discussion
4. Participate in the TEWT and the strongpoint field exercise

5. Be prepared to discuss Leavenworth #18

REQUIRED READING:  (Provided in publication issue)

1.  “Japan’s Battle of Okinawa, April-June 1945 (Leavenworth Papers number 18), chapters 3 and 4”,  by:  T.M. Huber

ADDITIONAL READING: 

1. “On Infantry”  by English/ Gudmundson

2.  “Infantry in Vietnam”  , Chapter 5  by Garland

3.  ”Firepower in a Limited War”   by :  Scales  

4.  “Attacks”   by:  Rommel

5.  “Hell in a Very Small Place”   by:  Fall

6.  “The Other Side of the Mountain”, Chapter 4 by:  L.W. Grau and A.A. Jalai

References:  

MCDP 1

Warfighting

MCDP 1-3
Tactics

FMFM 6-4
Marine Rifle Company/Platoon, Chapter   (MCWP 3-11.4, draft)

FC 71-50
Attack and Assault on a Complex Obstacle and Strongpoint (Army Pub)

FMFM 13-7
MAGTF Breaching Operations

MCWP 3-3.1.2
Mine Warfare

FM 20-32
Mine/Countermine Operations at the Company Level

FM 5-15 
Field Fortifications

FMFM 6-18
Techniques and Procedures for Fire Support Coordination (MCWP 3-16.2, draft)

