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Introduction


From Edson's Raiders of WWII to the boat and helo raid companies of today's Marine Expeditionary Units, Marine forces continue to conduct raid operations against enemy installations in support of higher objectives.  Whether launched from over the horizon in Zodiac boats or sent out from a company defensive perimeter in the woods of Quantico, the fundamentals of a raid remain the same.  A raid is defined as "an operation, usually small in scale, involving a swift penetration of hostile territory to secure information, confuse the enemy, or destroy his installations.  It ends with a planned withdrawal upon completion of its assigned missions."  Notice how this definition does not talk about the method of insert (small boat, helo, fastrope, etc), for the method of insert is secondary to the actual raid itself.  There is no requirement for a raid to be "high speed," although most Marines make this association erroneously.  George Washington conducted a raid at Trenton in 1776, and he certainly did not have special weapons or insert means, yet he was highly successful.

Purpose


The purpose of the Raid package at IOC is to indoctrinate the student to the fundamentals, planning considerations, and execution of raid operations.  Through historical examples, you will come to understand that a raid is nothing more than a well planned attack with a planned withdrawal.  Discussions about current Marine Corps plans, weapons, insert methods, and force structure of the Marine Expeditionary Unit will prepare you for duty in the Fleet Marine Force as part of a raid force.  If you understand the basics, you will be able to use any insert method to conduct your raid.  And if you follow these basics, you increase your chances for success. 

Raid Training & Education:  The training and education  is broken down into two phases.  

Phase I.      Raid Class 

Phase II.
Field Exercise Practical Application 

References:  

FMFM 7-32

Raid Operations

"Raid at Son Tay"
Harris

Spec Ops:  Case Studies in Special Operations Warfare Theory and Practice.  Cdr W.H. McCraven

Reading Requirements:  This covers 1 day in the IOC schedule.  It is suggested that the student read as much as possible the week prior to the class.  

Day 1

Review 
IO10142- Raid Student Handout

Read
"Raid at Son Tay" article


"Incident at Ansariya" article

Recommended Books:

Pegasus Bridge.   
Stephen Ambrose

Spec Ops:  Case Studies in Special Operations Warfare Theory and Practice.  Cdr W.H. McCraven
The Raiders.  Garrett

The Raid.  Schemmer

