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Introduction:  The weapons platoon, organic to the rifle company of the infantry battalion, provides the company commander with the capability to provide both direct and indirect fires towards a combined arms dilemma in support of the company’s mission.   This package will expose the student lieutenant to the capabilities and limitations associated with this platoon.  Additionally, it will provide the student lieutenant with an opportunity to tactically employ these assets, both organic and non-organic, in support of a simulated company attack in a live fire environment. 

Purpose: To educate the student lieutenant on the tactical employment of the weapons organic to the weapons platoon found in the rifle company, to include the M240G medium machine gun, the 60mm Lightweight Company Mortar System, and the Mk153 Shoulder-Launched Multipurpose Assault Weapon, in both offensive and defensive operations.  The instruction should enable the student to answer the following questions related to the employment of the Weapons Platoon:

1. What does a weapons platoon do for the rifle company commander in the offense? In the defense?  What responsibilities does the platoon commander have to the platoon? To the company (FST)?

2. What is the history behind the creation of the Weapons Platoon?  How did the Germans contribute to this in WWI?  USMC in WWII?

3. How is the current USMC Weapons Platoon Task-organized?

4. What are the problems currently associated with the Weapons Platoon? With the FST?

5. How does “time/space” affect the ability of the Wpns Plt to support the commander’s scheme of maneuver?    

6. What does “event driven” vice “time driven” mean?  How does it apply in creating the combined arms dilemma in support of a company’s actions?

7. How does the weapons platoon train for combat?

Weapons Platoon Package: Consists of the following:

Prior to Day 1
BOC: Intro to Mortars, Machine Guns, Rockets and Demolitions
Day 1

Weapons Platoon Tactical Exercise Without Troops (TEWT)



Weapons Platoon Tactics in the Offense/Defense (classroom instruction)



Weapons Platoon Order Issue



Student WPLF Written Order requirement

Day 2

Crew-served Weapons Mobility Test (MCCRES standard)


Weapons Platoon Live-fire (WPLF) – Day One

Day 3

Weapons Platoon Live-fire (WPLF) – Day Two

References:

MCDP 1

Warfighting

MCDP 1-3
Tactics

MCWP 3-15.1
Machine Guns and Machine Gunnery

FM 7-90

Tactical Employment of Mortars

MCI 03.22i
The 60mm Mortar Crewman

MCRP 3-16.14
Tactics, Techniques and Procedures for the Targeting Process

MCWP 3-11.1
Rifle Company/Platoon (Draft)

Leavenworth #4   Dynamics of Doctrine: Developments in German Tactical Doctrine, 1917-1918.

Reading Requirements:

Review: 
BOC student handouts B0215

I0210:  Infantry Machine Gun Training


MCWP 3-15.1: Chapters 1-5

Read:
I0215: Weapons Platoon Tactics


Unit Battle Drills 20-25, Battle Drill Guide, Marine Corps Institute


“Improving the Weapons Platoon”, 1stLt Smullen, MC Gazette, Apr 1995


“Reshaping the Assault Section”, Cpl Grant, MC Gazette, Dec 1990


“Assault Section Competition”, 1stLt Weldon, MC Gazette, Dec 1990


“Infantry Breach Kits”, CPT Hallatshcek, INFANTRY, Sep-Oct 1992

Recommended Books:

On Infantry.  English

Stormtroop Tactics, Bruce Gudmundsson

Colder than HELL, Joseph Owen, USMC (Ret)

Lima-6,
Col. Dick Camp, USMC (Ret)

FMFRP 12-2:  Infantry in Battle.  USAIS, Col. George Marshall, USA.

