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Introduction: Your exposure to mechanized and counter-mechanized operations at IOC will consist of  several classes, TDG’s, and a TEWT given over a two-day period in the eighth week. Additionally, you will be required to conduct mechanized and counter-mechanized operations at several points during the course and will take part in a counter-mechanized weapons shoot.   

Purpose: To provide a familiarization of mechanized and counter-mechanized operations. The mech. x-mech package will be a mix of training and education that should allow you to answer the following.

1. What are the principles of mechanized operations? Can you give historical examples that illustrate them?

2. Can mechanized forces operate in restricted terrain with out dismounted infantry support? Why? Can you give specific examples?

3. What is HAW-MAW-LAW? Does it represent realistic weapons employment? 

4. What are the ranges/capabilities of USMC anti-armor weapons? 

5. What are the principles of counter-mechanized operations? Can you give historical examples that illustrate them? 

6. How and why was the tank developed? Did its role or use significantly change between WWI and WWII? How?

7. What control measures are necessary to set up an engagement area?

8. What are the ranges/capabilities of Threat Armor?

9. What inherent qualities must an infantry unit (regardless of size) posses IOT successfully defeat armor?

10. What is the difference between an infantry fighting vehicle and a armor personnel carrier, does the USMC fight out of AAV’s, does the US Army fight out of IFV’s?

11. Does the USMC have the capability to fight armored or mechanized, what’s the difference?

12. What type of training is necessary to conduct Mech. and or X-Mech. operations?

Student Requirements:  

1. Read Student handout (including two background articles attached) prior to class

2. Note any questions you have from reading student handout
3. Participate in class discussions
4. Participate in field problems TBD
REQUIRED READING:  (Provided In Student Handout)

1. Historical Perspective of  Anti Armor by LtCol John English MCG 1985 

2. Aftermath of Kursk:  German Lessons Learned by Maj N. E. Reynolds

ADDITIONAL READING: 

1. Panzer Battles by Von Mellenthin

2. No Victor No Vanquished  by O Ballance

3. Leavenworth Papers, Number 21 The Albatros of Decisive Victory  by Gawrych

4.The Defense of Hill 781 by J.R. McDonough

5. The 9th Australian Division Vs The Africa Corps by Miller

6. Panzer Leader by Guderian
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