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Introduction:  Combat involves killing; however, even within the Armed Forces, it is rarely discussed, let alone studied.   Using historical examples and personal reflections from within the composition of the class and staff, this topic will be addressed in a guided discussion format. 

Purpose: The intent of this first close combat session, close combat #1, is to expose the student to the subject of killing on the battlefield.  Additionally, the leader’s role as the “moral compass” on the battlefield will be an overarching theme throughout the discussion.  Finally, this class is intended to make the student lieutenants think seriously about the nature of their job and be able to discuss this information in the FMF with their Marines.

Prior to and during the class, the students should  think about and be prepared to discuss the following:

-Is killing a foreign act?

-What are the resistances to killing?  

-What “stresses” are there in combat?

-What are the body’s physiological responses to killing?

-What makes Marines go into combat?

-How can the resistance to committing this act be lowered?

-How can the resistance to the psychological fallout from committing this act be raised?

-What responses does the individual have when faced with the act of killing?

-What are the enabling factors that influence our decision to kill or not to kill another human being?

-What is meant by the “moral compass”?

During the remaining close combat sessions, 2-7, the student will be exposed to the USMC close combat program.  These sessions will involve various methods of hand-to-hand combat, to include strikes and ground fighting.  Additionally, the students will conduct close combat leadership exercises (decision-making exercises which utilize close combat as a medium for inter-personal violence while making decisions under physical and mental duress), pugil stick training, and bayonet assault training.  Emphasis throughout the close combat package will be on instilling in the student lieutenant basic hand-to-hand close combat skills and a working application of close combat training in developing a “fighting spirit” and a “will to win” within his Marines.

Each student will participate in a close combat leadership exercise  (CCLX) during the IOC course of instruction.
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