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Introduction:  Like any weapon, the Marine infantryman can function, or malfunction, in combat.  Malfunctioning, should it occur, may interfere with his performance during the fight, and it may also result in psychiatric disturbances that may be acute or delayed in onset, and short lived or chronic in duration.  Factors that influence whether he performs well or poorly in combat, and whether he survives combat psychologically intact or injured , are the same.  They are flip sides of the same coin.  A  glance through history shows that these “human factors in combat” have absorbed the attention of thoughtful warriors as long as wars have been fought.

Purpose: The intent of this class is to expose the student to “human factors in combat”.  As an infantry officer, the student will prepare for and if necessary, lead Marines into combat.  A working knowledge and application of these “human factors” is essential to the success of the combat leader and his Marines on the battlefield.    Health, communication, confidence, use of down-time, stability of personal life, unit cohesion, responses to killing, combat stress disorder, and the use of critical incident debriefing are issues which deserve our attention now, in order to better deal with these issues in combat.  


The format for the class is lecture followed by group discussion; additionally, the class is taught by subject expert,  Dr. Clete DiGiovanni, M.D..  A veteran of the Vietnam War, he currently serves as the Staff Psychiatrist to Officer Candidate School, The Basic School and the Infantry Officer Course.  Additionally, He is employed as the Staff Psychiatrist in the Neurology Department at the National Medical Center, Bethesda, MD.  He is also the support psychiatrist for the Federal Bureau of Investigation’s (FBI) Hostage Rescue Team.       

References:  

Human Factors in Combat Index on the TBS Web page (http://138.156.203.52/TBS/INDEX.HTM or go to www.usmc.mil and follow instructions to Marine Corps University and then TBS/IOC)

Reading Requirements: 

I0930 Human Factors in Combat 

Review the information on the Web site

Additional Requirements:

Will apply this instruction throughout various field-training exercises (FEXs) while at IOC.

Will have an opportunity to participate, as an observer, during “real life” trauma center operations at hospitals in the Washington, D.C. area.

Recommended Books:

See detailed list at the conclusion of the handout.

