INFANTRY OFFICER COURSE

I0700 -LAV EMPLOYMENT

ADVANCE SHEET

Oct 99

Introduction:  The LAV-25 is a relatively new vehicle within the USMC.  The USMC’s need for light armor was evident as early as 1979.  Procurement of the LAV after equipment trials occurred in 1989.  Since then, LAVs have been part of each Marine Division formed into battalions.  Light Armored Reconnaissance units provide the Division with a light mechanized capability.  The LAR battalion is a self contained combined arms unit that gives the MAGTF an operational capability.  It is ideally suited for reconnaissance and security missions.  Infantry officers fill the billets of these battalions from platoon to battalion commander.  Understanding what the LAV can and can not do as well as terminology used by LAV units will make the basic infantry officer more effective in working with LAVs in the FMF.

Purpose:  The intent of this class is to build upon the BOC mechanized employment classes with particular emphasis on the USMC LAV-25.  The class will discuss the background behind the acquisition of the LAV, LAV variants, strengths and weaknesses of the LAV, and typical missions given to LAV equipped units.
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