[image: image1.png]


UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS

COMPANY I

THE BASIC SCHOOL

TRAINING COMMAND 

24164 BELLEAU AVE

QUANTICO, VIRGINIA 22134-5019

IN REPLY REFER TO:

                                                                  
2200


C 405-I

1 Oct 03

From:  Commanding Officer

To:    Warrant Officer Basic Course 1-04

Subj:  WELCOME ABOARD

1.  Congratulations on your selection to the rank of Warrant Officer.  Your recent selection for appointment reflects your potential to be an Officer of Marines. The staff of India Company is looking forward to beginning your training program of instruction. Our sole focus will be to provide you with the skills that you need to succeed as a Warrant Officer in the Operating Forces.

2.  Just as you learned the skills required of a basic Marine rifleman while at MCT or SOI, you will learn the skills required of a basic rifle platoon commander while here at The Basic School.  The instruction here is based largely on small unit infantry leadership. Accordingly, you should expect a challenging course that will test you both physically and mentally. 

3.   Your preparation for this course begins with the Welcome Aboard package.  Read it and follow the included guidance. The required readings, recommended physical training, and uniform suggestions are based on feedback from previous classes.  Your first test will be a Writing Skills Exam. You must read the writing skills material provided and prepare for this exam prior to reporting in order to have the best chance of success. In addition, do not underestimate the physical requirements of the course. Even those Marines who run a 300 PFT will be challenged here. You will not only need to be in good PFT shape but also be able to complete a double running of the obstacle course, run five miles in full combat gear, and hike with a full combat load. Your preparation should include training for these types of events.

4.  My staff is committed to your training and is here to assist you in learning all that you can while successfully completing the course. If you arrive at TBS prepared, enthusiastic, and open-minded, you will not only learn, you will enjoy your experience.  Should you have any questions regarding this Welcome Aboard package or the WOBC, contact CWO2 Albert Martinez at the numbers provided or e-mail me directly.  I look forward to meeting each of you in February 2004.   

    C.L. NICEWARNER

